Minutes

KY Legislative Ethics Commission

September 26, 2023
The Kentucky Legislative Ethics Commission held its regularly scheduled meeting in room 171, Capitol Annex, and via Zoom video teleconference at 9:32 a.m.
Commissioners Present: Chairman Dave Nicholas, Ernie Harris, Jr., Tanya Pullin, Marie Rader, Gail Russell, Sal Santoro, Mike Shull, Arnold Simpson and Anthony Wilhoit.
Commissioners Absent: None.
LEC Staff Present: Mark Brengelman, Donnita Crittenden, Emily Dennis, Laura Hendrix, Robert Jenkins and Lori Smither.
Guests:  Teri Carter, David Walls, and Chris Wiest.

Chairman Nicholas called the meeting to order at 9:32 a.m. Anthony Wilhoit administered the constitutional oath of office to new member Michael Shull.

Chairman Nicholas asked for approval of the minutes of the August 15, 2023 meeting. Vice-chair Pullin made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Mr. Simpson seconded the motion. All were in favor.

Mrs. Hendrix presented the staff report. She stated the budget is on track and in good standing. Mr. Simpson made a motion to accept the financial statement (budget) as presented. Mr. Santoro seconded the motion. All were in favor.

Mrs. Hendrix informed the Commission the database upgrade is on track and the LRC computer staff was still working on it and updating staff monthly. She also stated, the National Conference of State Legislatures is holding its annual meeting in Louisville next year and the Commission may want staff to do a presentation or attend this conference. This issue can be discussed further at a future meeting.
Mrs. Hendrix announced to the Commission the office would be holding a 30th anniversary reception on October 10th following the October commission meeting. All members were encouraged to attend the celebration. All former staff and commission members have been invited to this event.
Mrs. Russell made a motion to go into executive session to discuss pending complaints before the Commission. Mr. Harris seconded the motion. All were in favor.

Mr. Simpson made a motion to come out of executive session. Mrs. Rader seconded the motion. All were in favor. Chairman Nicholas stated for the record that all discussions during executive session were limited to confidential complaints, and no final agency action was taken.
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Chairman Nicholas convened the adjudicatory proceeding for complaint 23-LEC-02, Teri Carter v. David Walls. Mr. Brengelman presented a summary of the complaint against Mr. David Walls. Chairman Nicholas swore in the Complainant, Teri Carter. Ms. Carter made a statement before the Commission. Chairman Nicholas swore in the Respondent, David Walls. Mr. Walls and his attorney, Mr. Wiest, agreed to the proposed written settlement. Mr. Walls further waived the evidentiary phase of the adjudicatory hearing, stipulated probable cause as to the charges, and admitted the evidence supports a finding of a violation of KRS 6.811(10) by his remaining on the Senate floor while the Senate was in session. Chairman Nicholas presented a summary of the proposed penalty - a public reprimand issued against Mr. Walls - which Mr. Walls and Mr. Wiest agreed to in the penalty phase of the adjudicatory hearing.
Mr. Simpson made a motion to approve the written settlement against Mr. Walls in 23-LEC-02. Mr. Santoro seconded the motion. All were in favor.

Vice-chair Pullin made a motion to go back into executive session to discuss pending complaints before the Commission. Mr. Simpson seconded the motion. All were in favor.

Mrs. Russell made a motion to come out of executive session. Mr. Simpson seconded the motion. All were in favor. Chairman Nicholas stated for the record that all discussions during executive session were limited to confidential complaints, and no final agency action was taken.
The next regular meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, October 10, 2023, at 9:30 a.m. There being no further business, Vice-chair Pullin made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Simpson seconded the motion. All were in favor.
