Minutes

KY Legislative Ethics Commission

October 11, 2011
The Kentucky Legislative Ethics Commission held its regularly scheduled meeting at 10:30 a.m. in Room 129 Capitol Annex, Frankfort, Ky.

Commissioners Present:  Chairman George Troutman, Vice-Chair Pat Freibert, Judge David Barber, Deborah Jo Durr, Bob Fulkerson, Judge Paul Gudgel (by telephone), Ann Henn, Norma Scott and Ray B. White.
LEC Staff Present:  Judge Anthony Wilhoit, Donnita Crittenden, Connie Evans, Michael Malone and John Schaaf.

Guests Present:  Holly Harris VonLuehrte, Attorney; Representative James Comer; Franklin Paisley, Complainant; Brian Wright, Witness; and Brent Caldwell, Attorney.
Chairman Troutman called the meeting to order.  

Chairman Troutman asked for approval of the minutes of the September 6, 2011 meeting.  Judge Barber moved and Mrs. Freibert seconded the motion to approve the minutes as written.  All were in favor.

Chairman Troutman asked for a motion to go into executive session to discuss a pending complaint.  Mr. Fulkerson moved and Mrs. Freibert seconded the motion. All were in favor.

Chairman Troutman asked for a motion to come out of executive session.  Mrs. Freibert moved and Mrs. Durr seconded the motion.  All were in favor.
Mrs. Durr made a motion to dismiss complaint 11-LEC-05, Franklin Paisley v. Representative James Comer.  Mr. White seconded the motion. All were in favor.
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Chairman Troutman asked for a motion to go into executive session to discuss a pending complaint.  Mrs. Freibert moved and Mrs. Scott seconded the motion. All were in favor.

Chairman Troutman asked for a motion to come out of executive session.  Mrs. Henn moved and Mr. Fulkerson seconded the motion.  All were in favor.
Judge Wilhoit presented the staff report.  He informed the Commission that staff spoke at the Lobbyist Retreat in Berea to discuss the Recommended Changes to the Code of Ethics. 
Mrs. Durr asked the Commission for guidance on whether Commission members could have political signs placed in their yard for the upcoming election in November.  It was generally agreed that each Commission member has to decide whether to allow political signs, but that partisan signs could reflect on the Commission.
Attorney Brent Caldwell was asked to appear before the Commission to discuss the Representative Keith Hall complaint 11-LEC-03.

Mr. Malone informed the Commission he would like to amend his original complaint 11-LEC-03.  Judge Barber made a motion to accept the amendment to the complaint and to accept the order as written to include the maximum fine allowed in the Code of Legislative Ethics ($2000), and an order that a public reprimand be sent to the Speaker of the House.  Mr. White seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

Chairman Troutman asked for a motion to adjourn. Judge Barber moved and Mrs. Henn seconded the motion. All were in favor. The next meeting is scheduled for November 8, 2011.
