Minutes

KY Legislative Ethics Commission

October 14, 2025
The Kentucky Legislative Ethics Commission held its regularly scheduled meeting in room 169, Capitol Annex, at 10 a.m.
Commissioners Present: Chairman Dave Nicholas, Christopher Lilly, Tanya Pullin, Marie Rader, Gail Russell, Vice-Chairman Mike Shull and Arnold Simpson.
Commissioners Absent: Sal Santoro.
KLEC Staff Present: Donnita Crittenden, Robert Jenkins, Steven Pulliam and Lori Smither.
Chairman Nicholas called the meeting to order at 10:04 a.m.
Chairman Nicholas asked for approval of the minutes of the September 9, 2025 meeting. Ms. Pullin made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Mr. Simpson seconded the motion. All were in favor.
Chairman Nicholas announced the first order of business was a pending Renewed Motion to Dismiss and Response, Motion to Compel Discovery and Motion to Postpone the Adjudicatory Hearing that were submitted to the Commission. He stated the discussions will be held in open session but the deliberation would be in closed session. Chairman Nicholas appointed Vice-Chair Mike Shull to be the hearing officer for this part of this meeting. 
The Renewed Motion to Dismiss was filed by Anna Whites, Attorney for Representative Daniel Grossberg, regarding pending cases 24-LEC-03 and 24-LEC-06, as consolidated. 

The Motions to Compel Discovery and to Postpone the Adjudicatory Hearing was filed by Enforcement Counsel Robert Jenkins.

Mr. Simpson made a motion to go into executive session to discuss the pending Renewed Motion to Dismiss and Response. Ms. Pullin seconded the motion. All were in favor.
Mr. Simpson made a motion to come out of executive session. Vice-Chairman Shull seconded the motion. All were in favor. Chairman Nicholas stated for the record that all discussions during executive session were limited to the pending Renewed Motion to Dismiss and Response, pending Motion to Compel Discovery and pending Motion to Postpone the Adjudicatory Hearing, and no final agency action was taken.
Mr. Lilly made a motion to defer consideration the Renewed Motion to Dismiss until a date that will be included in a forthcoming Scheduling Motion. Mr. Simpson seconded the motion. All were in favor.
Chairman Nicholas announced the Motion to Compel and Motion to Postpone the Adjudicatory Hearing will be granted. The Adjudicatory Hearing date will now be moved to Tuesday, December 2, 2025.

Chairman Nicholas stated the Chair will set a Scheduling Order to be sent out forthwith to apprise the parties of the schedule leading up to the Hearing on December 2nd. Mr. Lilly added filings out of compliance of the Scheduling Order may not be considered.
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Mr. Lilly made a motion to go into executive session to discuss a pending complaint. Mr. Shull seconded the motion. All were in favor.
Mrs. Russell made a motion to come out of executive session. Ms. Pullin seconded the motion. All were in favor. Chairman Nicholas stated for the record that all discussions during executive session were limited to a pending complaint and no final agency action was taken.
Vice-Chairman Shull made a motion to find there is no “reason to believe” that the respondent named in complaint 25-LEC -01 has committed or is about to commit a violation of the Legislative Ethics Code. Therefore, pursuant to KRS 6.686(1)(d)(3), the complaint should be dismissed. Mrs. Rader seconded the motion. All were in favor.

Chairman Nicholas asked for a staff report. Lori Smither discussed the Commission’s budget. Mrs. Smither stated the budget is on track and in good standing. Ms. Pullin made a motion to accept the financial statement (budget) as presented. Mr. Santoro seconded the motion. All were in favor.
Donnita Crittenden informed the Commission that a reporting deadline had just passed in September and all and legislative agents (lobbyists) forms have been received.
Ms. Crittenden discussed an opportunity for the Commission to provide an online credit card payment system, placed on the Commission website, for employers of lobbyists to use for the upcoming re-registration period beginning December 1, 2025. This system would be provided by Tyler Kentucky, and would cost $6,000 and would be active for a period of one calendar year. Mrs. Russell made a motion to approve this purchase. Mr. Lilly seconded the motion. All were in favor.
Steven Pulliam stated many informal advisory opinions had been written since the last meeting and they are included in the board books. He announced he gave a presentation to the Leadership and Ethics in Public Service class at the University of Kentucky, Martin School of Public Policy and Administration. He updated the Commission that the Legislative Calendar had been issued and was available if anyone needed a copy. He let them know the Recommended Changes, we sent over in July, was received by the LRC and they recommended it be referred to the State Government Committee.
Ms. Pullin made a motion to go into executive session to discuss personnel matters. Mr. Simpson seconded the motion. All were in favor.
Ms. Pullin made a motion to come out of executive session. Mrs. Russell seconded the motion. All were in favor. Chairman Nicholas stated for the record that all discussions during executive session were limited to personnel matters and no final agency action was taken.
Mr. Lilly made a motion to hire Steven Pulliam as the new Executive Director at $125,000 per year with a five percent increment at 6 months of service. Mrs. Russell seconded the motion. All were in favor.

The next regular meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, November 18, 2025 at 10 a.m. There being no further business, Mr. Simpson made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Ms. Pullin seconded the motion. All were in favor.
