Minutes


KY Legislative Ethics Commission

November 13, 2018

The Kentucky Legislative Ethics Commission held its regularly scheduled meeting at 10 a.m. in Room 129, Capitol Annex, Frankfort, Kentucky.

Commissioners Present:  Chairman Anthony Wilhoit, Pat Freibert, Elmer George, Anthony Goetz, Phil Huddleston, Dave Nicholas, and Paula Sherlock.

Commissioner Absent: Vice-Chair Sheldon Baugh.

LEC Staff Present:  Mark Brengelman, Donnita Crittenden, Laura Hendrix, Lori Smither, and John Schaaf.

Chairman Wilhoit called the meeting to order. 
Chairman Wilhoit stated the President of the Senate has appointed Dave Nicholas to fill an unexpired term ending in April, 2021.  Judge Wilhoit administered the oath of office.

Chairman Wilhoit asked for approval of the minutes of the October 9, 2018 meeting.  Mr. Goetz moved and Mr. Nicholas seconded the motion. All were in favor.

John Schaaf presented the staff report.  He informed the Commission that Senator Ken Winters has resigned from the Commission, effective November 13th. 

Mr. Schaaf informed the Commission that the budget was on track and in good standing.  He also said multiple informal advisory opinions had been issued by staff since the October meeting, and were included in the board books.
Mr. Schaaf went over the draft Annual Report.  The Annual Report is required to be submitted to LRC on December 1.
Laura Hendrix discussed the oral arguments that took place in October in the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit regarding the “Schickel case”, also known as John Schickel v. Craig Dilger et al.
Mr. George made a motion to go into executive session to discuss pending complaints. Mrs. Freibert seconded the motion. All were in favor.

Mrs. Freibert made a motion to come out of executive session.  Mr. Goetz seconded the motion. All were in favor.
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Mr. Schaaf informed the Commission he is still working on the idea of conducting a study of lobbying changes since 1993 when the Ethics Code was adopted.  Mr. Schaaf said he would continue to assemble information to discuss a future meeting.
Mr. Schaaf said the Commission staff will be working with the Commonwealth Office of Technology next summer to upgrade the Commission’s website so the public can use a searchable database to learn which bills lobbyists and employers are listing on their updated reports which are filed six times a year.

The next meeting is scheduled for December 12 at 9 a.m. There being no further business, Mr. Goetz made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. George seconded the motion.  All were in favor.
