Minutes

KY Legislative Ethics Commission

November 18, 2025
The Kentucky Legislative Ethics Commission held its regularly scheduled meeting in room 169, Capitol Annex, at 10 a.m.
Commissioners Present: Chairman Dave Nicholas, Christopher Lilly, Tanya Pullin, Gail Russell, Sal Santoro, Vice-Chairman Mike Shull and Arnold Simpson.
Commissioners Absent: None.
KLEC Staff Present: Donnita Crittenden, Robert Jenkins, Steven Pulliam and Lori Smither.
Guests: Anna Whites, Attorney

Chairman Nicholas called the meeting to order at 10:12 a.m.
Chairman Nicholas asked for approval of the minutes of the October 14, 2025 meeting. Mrs. Russell made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Ms. Pullin seconded the motion. All were in favor.
Chairman Nicholas announced the first order of business was a pending Renewed Motion to Dismiss and Response, Motion to Quash, Motion to Compel and/or Motion for Sanctions and Motion to Postpone the Adjudicatory Hearing, Motion in Limine to Exclude Evidence and Motion in Limine to Redact Transcripts that were submitted to the Commission. He stated the discussions will be held in open session but the deliberation would be in closed session. Chairman Nicholas appointed Vice-Chair Mike Shull to be the hearing officer for this part of this meeting. 
The Renewed Motion to Dismiss was filed by Anna Whites, Attorney for Representative Daniel Grossberg, regarding pending cases 24-LEC-03 and 24-LEC-06, as consolidated. 

The Motion to Quash was filed by Anna Whites, Attorney for Representative Daniel Grossberg, regarding pending cases 24-LEC-03 and 24-LEC-06, as consolidated. 

The Motions to Compel Discovery and to Postpone the Adjudicatory Hearing was filed by Enforcement Counsel Robert Jenkins.

The Motion in Limine to Exclude Evidence was filed by Enforcement Counsel Robert Jenkins.

The Motion in Limine to Redact Transcripts was filed by Anna Whites, Attorney for Representative Daniel Grossberg, regarding pending cases 24-LEC-03 and 24-LEC-06, as consolidated. 

Vice-Chair Shull asked if either attorney in cases 24-LEC-03 and 24-LEC-06, would like to address the Commission before they deliberate? Each attorney answered yes. He also asked if anything in these motions needed to be heard confidentially? Each attorney answered no.

Chairman Nicholas made a statement for the record. There has never been an “LRC Report” given to the Commission, Robert Jenkins or Representative Grossberg. This “Report” has never been considered as part of the official record or any decisions made in this case.
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Each attorney addressed the Commission on each of the motions filed. Each Commission member had the opportunity to ask questions about the motions.

Ms. Pullin made a motion to go into executive session to discuss the pending motions. Mrs. Russell seconded the motion. All were in favor.
Vice-Chair Shull made a motion to come out of executive session. Mrs. Russell seconded the motion. All were in favor. Chairman Nicholas stated for the record that all discussions during executive session were limited to the pending motions and no final agency action was taken.
Mrs. Russell made a motion to Postpone the Adjudicatory Hearing. The Adjudicatory Hearing date will be discussed and set at the next meeting of the Commission on Tuesday, December 2, 2025. Mrs. Russell seconded the motion. All were in favor.
Chairman Nicholas stated the remaining motions will be discussed further and the decision on those motions would be made at the December 2, 2025 Commission meeting.
Mrs. Russell made a motion to go into executive session to discuss personnel issues. Vice-Chair Shull seconded the motion. All were in favor.
Vice-Chair Shull made a motion to come out of executive session. Mrs. Russell seconded the motion. All were in favor. Chairman Nicholas stated for the record that all discussions during executive session were limited to personnel issues and no final agency action was taken.
Vice-Chair Shull made a motion to hire, Casey Bailey and Maines PLLC, specifically Robert Jenkins, as the Enforcement Counsel for the Commission. This contract will be in effect until June 30, 2027. Mrs. Russell seconded the motion. All were in favor.

Vice-Chair Shull made a motion to approve Steven Pulliam’s recommendation to hire a General Counsel with a salary up to $108,000 with a 5% raise in 6 months and pay their annual bar dues. Mrs. Russell seconded the motion. All were in favor.
Chairman Nicholas asked for a staff report.
Mr. Pulliam discussed the draft Annual Report. Mr. Simpson made a motion to approve the draft Annual Report as written. Mrs. Russell seconded the motion. All were in favor.

Mr. Pulliam announced the budget was also in the board books. Chairman Nicholas asked that we move the discussion of the budget to the December 2, 2025 meeting.
The next regular meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, December 2, 2025 at 10 a.m. There being no further business, Mr. Simpson made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Vice-Chair Shull seconded the motion. All were in favor.
