Minutes

KY Legislative Ethics Commission

December 13, 2005

The Kentucky Legislative Ethics Commission held its regularly scheduled meeting at 

10 a.m. in Room 113 of the Capitol Annex.

Commissioners Present:  Chairman George Troutman, Vice Chair Rebecca Tomblinson, Trib Ball, Bob Fulkerson, Judge Paul Gudgel, Congressman Romano Mazzoli and Ann Henn.

Commissioners Absent:  Norma Scott.
LEC Staff Present:  Judge Anthony Wilhoit, Donnita Crittenden, Connie Evans and John Schaaf.

Chairman Troutman called the meeting to order.
Chairman Troutman asked for approval of the minutes of the November 8, 2005 meeting. Mrs. Tomblinson moved and Judge Gudgel seconded the motion to approve the minutes as written.  All were in favor.

Congressman Mazzoli reported to the Commission that he and John Schaaf had just attended the COGEL Conference, the first week of December, in Boston, Massachusetts.  The Conference went well and Kentucky received numerous compliments from other attendees.

John Schaaf informed the Commission about the 2006 Current Issues Seminar for General Assembly members to be held in January.  Alan Rosenthal, Professor of Public Policy and Political Science at the Eagleton Institute of Politics, Rutgers University, will be the key speaker on Wednesday, January 4.  Peggy Kerns, Director of the National Conference of State Legislatures’ Center for Ethics in Government will be the key speaker on January 5.

Donnita Crittenden updated the Commission on the status of electronic filing of registration statements by employers and legislative agents. This process should be completed and available at some point during the 2006 Legislative Session. 

Judge Wilhoit informed the Commission that staff now has the ability to accept credit cards and electronic checks to pay registration fees and administrative penalty fees.  The Commission voted to require a $5 convenience fee on all credit card transactions.  Judge Gudgel moved and Mrs. Tomblinson seconded the motion.  All were in favor.
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Donnita Crittenden discussed an electronic filing fee for employers and legislative agents who choose to use the new electronic filing system on the Commission web site.  The Commission voted not to require a fee at this time. Electronic filing will be a free service to all who want to use it.  Congressman Mazzoli moved and Judge Gudgel seconded the motion. All were in favor.

Judge Wilhoit discussed a draft formal opinion about whether a legislative agent could run for office in the General Assembly while actively lobbying.  The Commission voted to rewrite the draft opinion and consider it at the next meeting in January.
John Schaaf discussed statutory changes to the Code of Legislative Ethics to be presented in the 2006 Legislative Session.  Mrs. Tomblinson voted to approve the statutory recommendations as written and Congressman Mazzoli seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

Chairman Troutman asked for a motion to adjourn. Mrs. Tomblinson moved and Mr. Fulkerson seconded the motion.  All were in favor.  The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, January 4, 2006, at 10:30 a.m.
