Minutes

KY Legislative Ethics Commission

December 16, 2014
The Kentucky Legislative Ethics Commission held its regularly scheduled meeting at 10 a.m. in Room 129, Capitol Annex, Frankfort, Ky.

Commissioners Present:  Chairman George Troutman, Vice-Chair Pat Freibert, Charles Borders, Deborah Jo Durr, Bob Fulkerson, Elmer George, Judge Paul Gudgel and Henry Stephens, Jr.
Commissioners Absent:
Norma Scott
LEC Staff Present:  Judge Anthony Wilhoit, Donnita Crittenden, Connie Evans and John Schaaf.

Chairman Troutman called the meeting to order. 

Chairman Troutman introduced Henry L. Stephens, Jr. who was appointed by the Legislative Research Commission for a four year term.  Judge Wilhoit then administered the oath of office Mr. Stephens.

Chairman Troutman asked for approval of the minutes of the August 19, 2014 meeting.  Vice-Chair Freibert moved and Mr. Fulkerson seconded the motion to approve the minutes as written.  All were in favor.

Donnita Crittenden informed the Commission the KLEC website has been successfully switched from CMS web application to a Sharepoint web application.
Mrs. Crittenden also informed the Commission COT is working on an estimate to update forms, desktop application, searchable register and the online filing system for employers and legislative agents.  Judge Gudgel made a motion to allow Chairman Troutman to approve any estimate up to $15,000.  Vice-Chair Freibert seconded the motion. All were in favor.
Judge Wilhoit presented the budget to the Commission. He informed the Commission the budget was in order and in good standing.
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Judge Wilhoit discussed KRS 6.821(4)(a)(5)(a) and (b) dealing with reporting advertising expenses during a legislative session.  The Commission advised staff to come up with an informal opinion to present at the next meeting in January for their approval.
Chairman Troutman asked for a motion to go into executive session to discuss a request for a formal opinion.  Ms. Durr moved and Mr. Borders seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

Chairman Troutman asked for a motion to come out of executive session.  Judge Gudgel moved and Vice-Chair Freibert seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

Judge Gudgel made a motion for staff to write an informal opinion to the requester instead of a formal opinion.  In the opinion, staff should refer the requester back to the earlier opinions dealing with a 527 organization, OLEC 93-44 and OLEC 93-64.  Mr. Borders seconded the motion. All were in favor.

Judge Wilhoit discussed a request for an informal opinion from the Commission about sending out an electronic events list regarding upcoming fundraisers.  Can lobbyists forward these lists to their clients?  The Commission instructed staff to prepare an informal opinion and circulate it to the Commission for approval before sending it out to the requester.

John Schaaf informed the Commission about the Current Issues Seminar scheduled for January 7-8, 2015 from 9 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.  Mr. Schaaf encouraged all Commission members to attend.
Judge Gudgel made a motion to adjourn, and Vice-Chair Freibert seconded the motion.  All were in favor. 
