Minutes

Kentucky Legislative Ethics Commission

February 12, 2002

Room 111 Capitol Annex, Frankfort, Kentucky

Chairman George Troutman called the regular meeting of the Legislative Ethics Commission to order at 10:07 a.m., on Tuesday, February 12, 2002, in Room 111 of the Capitol Annex.


Commissioners Present: Lloyd Clapp, Pat Freibert, John Shepherd, Vice-Chairman Becky Tomblinson, and Chairman George Troutman. 


Commissioners Absent: Clarence Jackson, Dr. Doug Moseley, Judge Bruce Lester, and Ann Henn.


LEC Staff Present:  Judge Wilhoit, Donnita Crittenden, Paula Pabon, Lee Rowland, and Doug Wilson.

Staff Report

Judge Wilhoit informed the Commission that SB 154, amendments to the Code of Ethics, was introduced and assigned to committee.  Senators Miller and Blevins are co-sponsors of the bill.

Judge Wilhoit also referred to a memo from Peggy Williams about the status of electronic filing.  Staff will begin accepting proposals from service providers to set up the electronic filing system.  There has been a delay in completing the software system upgrade and that will in turn delay the start of electronic filing.  The estimated cost for maintaining the e-filing program is approximated at $25,000-30,000.

Approval of Minutes:


Vice Chairman Tomblinson moved to approve the minutes for the December 3, 2001 meeting and the minutes for the January 9, 2002 meeting.  Commissioner Shepherd seconded the motion.  Motion passed.
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Advisory Opinion Requests


Paula Pabon presented a draft of OLEC 02-01 and explained the request to the Commission.  Testimony by the requestor was given to the Commission.  Commissioner Clapp moved to approve the draft and adopt it as OLEC 02-01.  Commissioner Shepherd seconded the motion.  Motion approved.  OLEC 02-01 states the following:


" The Code of Ethics would not prohibit a legislative agent from receiving a percentage of a bonus from his employer based on services provided by a communication firm in which the legislative agent has a minority interest and performs some services so long as the firm does not perform any activity that would require registration with the Legislative Ethics Commission."


Judge Wilhoit presented the second opinion request.  This was an anonymous request for a review of the conflict of interest provision as it relates to legislators working for state colleges and universities.  The Commission noted that it did not look favorably on anonymous requests.  After some discussion, the Commission decided not to take action on the request stating that KRS 6.761 and 6.764 is clear on the subject and that previous opinions of the Commission have addressed the issue.

Executive Session


Commissioner Clapp moved to enter into Executive Session for the purpose of discussing the preliminary investigation of a complaint filed.  Vice Chairman Tomblinson seconded the motion.  Motion passed.


Commissioner Freibert moved to return to Open Session.  Commissioner Clapp seconded the motion.  Motion passed.

Other Business


Commissioner Clapp moved to approve the order dismissing Complaint 02-LEC-01.  Vice Chairman Tomblinson seconded the motion.  Chairman Troutman noted for the record that he would be abstaining from the vote.  Motion passed.  Chairman Troutman read into the record the final order.

Commissioner Clapp moved to adjourn.  Commissioner Shepherd seconded the motion.  There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.  The next regular meeting of the Commission is scheduled for Tuesday, March 12, 2002 at 10:00 a.m.
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