Minutes

Kentucky Legislative Ethics Commission

March 13, 2001


The Kentucky Legislative Ethics Commission held its regularly scheduled meeting at 10:00 a. m. in Room 131 of the Capitol Annex.


Present were:  Pat Freibert, Ann Henn, Judge Michael McDonald, John Shepherd, and George Troutman.


Absent were:  Lloyd Clapp, Judge Bruce Lester, and Clarence Jackson.


LEC Staff:  Judge Anthony Wilhoit, Peggy Williams, Donnita Crittenden, Lee Rowland and Paula Pabon.


George Troutman, Vice Chairman, called the meeting to order.  He asked for a motion to approve the minutes of the January 2001 meeting.  Mrs. Freibert moved and Mrs. Henn seconded a motion to approve the minutes as written.  All were in favor.


Mr. Troutman asked for a staff report.  Judge Wilhoit stated that he had participated in the Leadership Northern Kentucky program, a training session hosted by the KY Chamber of Commerce, a legislative seminar for the Association of Professional and Practical Ethics, and staff had attended a program planning meeting in Chicago for COGEL 2001.


Judge Wilhoit stated that our request for CLE Credit for the Current Issues Seminar had been approved.  We should receive information regarding the decision of the Board of Bar Governors to overrule the initial denial of our request.


Paula Pabon, Legal Counsel, reported that $3,200 in fines had been paid by legislative agents and employers since the last reporting period.  $750 remains to be collected.


Judge Wilhoit stated that HB 139 had passed the House and Senate and that the reporting requirements for each year will now be monthly from January through April and beginning in May the reports will continue to be due on a quarterly basis.  Paula Pabon has filed a notice of intent to amend the regulations and incorporate new forms which will include the correct reporting deadlines.
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Peggy Williams reported on the COGEL Conference to be held in December.  She stated that Helen Thomas, Barry Richard, and Sam Younger of the London Elections Commission had agreed to participate as plenary speakers.  She asked that the Commission host the participation of Helen Thomas since she is a Kentuckian.  The Commission agreed to pay the honorarium of $3,000 for Ms. Thomas.


Ms. Williams stated that she had not heard from Senator McConnell and Mrs. Freibert said that she would contact Rep. Hal Rogers and ask for his help in securing Senator McConnell as a plenary speaker.  Ms. Williams stated that President Bush has also been invited to attend by letters from Judge Wilhoit on behalf of the Commission and from COGEL's current president, Bob Clark.


Judge Wilhoit reminded the Commission that a report of recommended changes to the Code of Ethics was to be submitted to LRC by July 1, 2001.  He suggested that legislative agents, employers and general assembly members be asked to make comments or suggestions for changes.  It was agreed that a short questionnaire would be mailed to GA members, employers and legislative agents.  Later, there may be a special meeting to discuss these ideas prior to the Commission's recommendations for changes.


Ms. Pabon discussed OLEC 2001-02 concerning the use of the LRC 800 number on signs, newsletters and web sites.  After discussion and a request for minor changes, Mrs. Freibert moved and Judge McDonald seconded a motion to approve the opinion.  All were in favor.


Mr. Troutman asked for a motion to enter into Executive Session.  Mrs. Henn moved and Mr. Shepherd seconded a motion to enter Executive Session.  All were in favor.


Upon returning from Executive Session and there being no further business, the meeting was adjourned until April 10, 2001.

