Minutes

Kentucky Legislative Ethics Commission

May 8, 2000


The Kentucky Legislative Ethics Commission held its regularly scheduled meeting at 4:00 p.m. CDT., May 8, 2000, at the Village Green at Kentucky Dam Village in Gilbertsville.


Present were:  Lloyd Clapp, Ann B. Henn, Clarence Jackson, John Shepherd, Rebecca Tomblinson, and Judge Charles Bruce Lester.


Absent were:  Judge Michael McDonald and George Troutman.


LEC Staff:  Judge Anthony Wilhoit, Paula Pabon, Lee Rowland, Peggy Williams, Connie Evans and Donnita Crittenden.


Judge Lester called the meeting to order and asked for a motion to approve the minutes of the previous meeting.  Mr. Clapp moved and Mrs. Henn seconded the motion to approve the minutes with a correction.  All were in favor.


Judge Lester asked for a staff activities report.  Judge Wilhoit stated that President of the Senate David Williams had appointed Pat Freibert to a four-year term.  She will be filling the position held by Judge Donald Smalley.  Mrs. Freibert is a former member of the House of Representatives and is now a free lance writer having written several articles for the Lexington Herald.  Mrs. Freibert was unable to attend the May meeting due to a family illness.  She will be attending the June meeting and will be sworn in at that time.


Judge Wilhoit stated that LRC will not be meeting until June to make their appointment.  Commissioner Lloyd Clapp has been serving as the LRC appointment.  We have yet to hear from Speaker Richards regarding his reappointment of Clarence Jackson or a new appointment.


Judge Wilhoit stated that the Commission needed to elect a Chairman and Vice Chairman.  Mr. Shepherd moved and Mr. Clapp seconded a motion that Judge Lester should remain the Chairman and that Mr. Troutman should continue in his position as Vice Chairman.
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Judge Lester requested that Mr. Clapp as Personnel Commissioner make recommendations on staff cost of living increases at the June meeting.  These increases are usually effective as of July 1 of each year.


Judge Wilhoit stated that Judge McDonald had asked for an opinion or regulation regarding out-of-state approval by LRC for members of the General Assembly.  Judge Wilhoit said that after reviewing the facts he believed that LRC approval of out-of-state travel would remove any jurisdiction of the Legislative Ethics Commission in the matter.  He said that Judge McDonald's concerns are already covered under the law.


Judge Lester introduced Donetta Faulkner-Elmore, Postmaster of the Paducah Postal Service.  She stated that she was attending the meeting on behalf of the KY Chapter of the National Association of Postmasters of the US.  She expressed her concerns about SCR 24 and the legislative process involved with the passage of that piece of legislation.  She also expressed concerns about the involvement of a member of the General Assembly in ownership of stock of a company which would profit from the passage of the legislation.  After her discussion with the Commission, she met with Lee Rowland, Enforcement Counsel, to consider whether the filing of a complaint would be necessary.


Judge Lester asked for a motion to approve the Commission statement of expenses and expenditures.  Mr. Clapp moved and Mr. Jackson seconded a motion to approve the statement.  All were in favor.


Judge Lester asked for a motion to enter into Executive Session.  Mr. Clapp moved and Mrs. Tomblinson seconded the motion to enter into Executive Session.


Upon returning from Executive Session, the following actions were taken:


KY Youth Advocates - Mr. Clapp moved and Mr. Jackson seconded the motion to dismiss the complaint since the employer had submitted a plan for ensuring proper filing of updated registration statements as ordered by the Commission at its April meeting.
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Advocates for Planned Parenthood - Mr. Clapp moved and Mrs. Henn seconded a motion to dismiss the complaint since the employer had submitted a plan for ensuring proper filing of updated registration statements as ordered by the Commission at its April meeting.


There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned until 9:00 a.m. CDT, on Tuesday, May 9, 2000.
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The Kentucky Legislative Ethics Commission held a special called meeting at 9:00 a.m. CDT., May 9, 2000, at the Village Green at Kentucky Dam Village in Gilbertsville.


Present were:  Lloyd Clapp, Ann B. Henn, Clarence Jackson, John Shepherd, Rebecca Tomblinson, and Judge Charles Bruce Lester.


Absent were:  Judge Michael McDonald and George Troutman.


LEC Staff:  Judge Anthony Wilhoit, Paula Pabon, Lee Rowland, Peggy Williams, Connie Evans and Donnita Crittenden.


Guests:   Representative J. R. Gray and Representative Michael Cherry.


Judge Lester called the meeting to order and stated that the purpose of the meeting was to review the changes of the Code resulting from HB 712 and to provide training to Commission members.


Judge Lester invited the guests to address the Commission.  Representative Gray stated that he wanted to welcome the members of the Commission to the area and that he appreciated the Commission's willingness to meet in areas across the state so that legislators and members of the public would have an opportunity to interact with the Commission.  He stated that he appreciated the positive changes created by the current Commission and that he believed that members of the General Assembly felt more comfortable asking the Commission members and staff for guidance.


Representative Cherry also expressed his appreciation to the Commission and discussed his perceptions of the General Assembly, the legislative process and the public perception of elected officials. 


Judge Lester then asked that staff review the changes resulting from the passage of HB 712.  Commission members complimented the staff on the Commission member handbook which was designed to assist Commission members in understanding their authority under the law, the complaint process, and other nuts and bolts information that might be needed.
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Paula Pabon, Legal Counsel, designed a "Who Wants to Be a Millionaire" for Commission members.  Using these questions which Commission members were required to answer, she addressed the changes to the law and reviewed important facets of the Code of Ethics.  Peggy Williams distributed copies of legislative agent and employer short forms and long forms asking Commission members to actually complete the forms.  Commission members are asked to review complaints resulting from non-compliance of filing of required updated registration statements. 


There being no further business after the training session, the meeting was adjourned until June 13, 2000 in Frankfort.  

