Minutes

KY Legislative Ethics Commission

June 10, 2002

Chairman George Troutman called the first session of a two-day meeting of the KY Legislative Ethics Commission to order at 3:30 p.m. on Monday, June 10, 2002, at the Capital Plaza Holiday Inn.    

Commissioners Present:  Lloyd Clapp, Pat Freibert, Dr. Doug Moseley, Judge Bruce Lester, John Shepherd, Vice-Chairman Becky Tomblinson, and Chairman George Troutman.

Commissioners Absent:  Ann Henn and Clarence Jackson

LEC Staff Present: Judge Wilhoit and Peggy Williams.  

Chairman George Troutman asked for approval of the minutes of the May 15th meeting.  Mr. Shepherd moved and Mrs. Freibert seconded a motion to approve the minutes of the meeting.  All were in favor.

Chairman Troutman stated that the Commission needed to enter into Executive Session to discuss matters relating to complaints and opinions.  Mrs. Freibert moved and Judge Lester seconded the motion to enter into Executive Session.

Upon returning from Executive Session, the meeting was adjourned until Tuesday, June 11, 2002, at 9:30 a.m. in the Capitol Annex.
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Chairman George Troutman called the second day of a two-day meeting of the KY Legislative Ethics Commission to order at 9:30 a.m. on Tuesday, June 11, 2002, in Room 131 of the Capitol Annex.    

Commissioners Present:  Lloyd Clapp, Pat Freibert, Dr. Doug Moseley, Judge Bruce Lester, John Shepherd, Vice-Chairman Becky Tomblinson, and Chairman George Troutman.

Commissioners Absent:  Ann Henn and Clarence Jackson

LEC Staff Present:  Judge Wilhoit, Lee Rowland, Connie Evans, and Peggy Williams.  

Chairman Troutman asked that staff of the Commission leave the room in order to discuss salary issues.  After discussion it was agreed that staff would receive yearly increments as established by the Governor in his Executive Branch budget.  It is projected that the increment will be 2.7 percent.

In his staff report, Judge Wilhoit reviewed issues that needed to be addressed by the Commission.   It was agreed that the staff would initiate administrative regulations especially relating to the opinion request process.  Judge Wilhoit will also determine where the regulation process might be used to make changes when legislation is not appropriate.

After a discussion of whether employers could ask that certain volunteers be registered with the Commission, it was agreed that if an employer had paid the registration fee and wanted to register someone working on a volunteer basis, the staff would register that person.  The legislative agent would be held to the same filing and fine process of other legislative agents.

Judge Wilhoit also discussed the current formula used to report expenditures for receptions, meals and events.  It was agreed that the formula would be used as it has in the past.

Mr. Troutman asked the members to review a copy of an order resulting in the complaint filed against Representative Greg Stumbo by Jerry Cecil, a candidate for the legislature.  Mr. Troutman read the order into the record and asked that a copy of the order be delivered to Mr. Cecil and to Mr. Stumbo’s attorney.  The complaint was dismissed since 
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the evidence gleaned in the investigation did not support a conclusion that Rep. Stumbo had intentionally violated the provisions of KRS 6.731(6).

Judge Lester moved and Ms. Tomblinson seconded the motion to adopt the order as written.  All were in favor.

Mr. Troutman asked for a motion to enter into Executive Session to discuss complaints and other matters before the Commission.   Mrs. Freibert moved and Dr. Moseley seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

Upon returning from Executive Session, the Commission discussed requests for formal opinions.  The Commission approved OLEC 2002-02 stating that the KY Legislative Code of Ethics does not forbid a member of the General Assembly from being an employee of an Area Development District or from performing work for a district as an independent contractor.

The Commission approved OLEC 2002-03, which stated that a properly licensed legislator may represent a client for compensation before the KY Revenue Cabinet in contesting the amount of income tax, interest or penalty assessed against a client.  The legislator may charge no fee contingent upon the outcome of the matter. 

Chairman Troutman asked for a motion regarding the request from Senator David Karem for a formal opinion.  Mrs. Freibert moved and Mrs. Tomblinson seconded a motion to deny the request for a formal opinion based on the contents of the information supplied in the request.  A letter will be mailed to Senator Karem outlining the Commission’s thoughts on his request.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned until July 9th, at 10:00 a.m. in the Capitol Annex in Frankfort.

