Minutes

KY Legislative Ethics Commission

Sunday, July 25, 2004

The Kentucky Legislative Ethics Commission held its regularly scheduled meeting at 6:00 p.m., July 25, 2004, at General Butler State Park in Carrollton, Ky.

Commissioners Present:  Vice Chair Rebecca Tomblinson, Ann B. Henn, Judge Paul D. Gudgel, Lloyd Clapp , Bob Fulkerson, Dr. Doug Moseley, Judge Charles B. Lester and Joe Lane Travis

Commissioners Absent:  Chairman George Troutman

LEC Staff Present:  Judge Anthony Wilhoit, Connie Evans, John Schaaf and Donnita Crittenden.

Vice Chairman Rebecca Tomblinson called the meeting to order.

Judge Anthony M. Wilhoit noted that the Legislative Research Commission had re-appointed Lloyd Clapp to another four-year term.  He administered the oath of office to Mr. Clapp.

Vice Chairman Tomblinson asked for approval of the minutes of the May 11, 2004 meeting.  Mrs. Henn moved and Mr. Travis seconded the motion to approve the minutes as written.  All were in favor.

Judge Wilhoit discussed the LEC budget with the Commission.  After reviewing the budget it was determined that the LEC was in good standing.

Judge Wilhoit presented the two percent COLA increase for staff members of the LEC.  Mr. Clapp made a motion to approve the increase for all staff members.  Judge Gudgel seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

Donnita Crittenden discussed the meeting she had with the Governor’s Office of Technology (GOT) regarding our new database design.  GOT has started working on the employer section of the database.  After LEC staff reviews the employer section and approval is given, GOT will begin work on the legislative agent section.

Judge Wilhoit informed the Commission that Kentucky has been ranked very high in it’s law enforcement with respect to lobbying expense disclosure.  Adding electronic filing to the LEC web site could enhance the disclosure process and reduce errors.  Judge Wilhoit has asked GOT to give the LEC an estimate of how much it would cost to have electronic filing for employers and legislative agents.
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Dr. Moseley raised questions regarding the printing costs listed in the LEC budget.  Judge Wilhoit informed the Commission that the majority of the printing costs come from printing the lobbyist lists.  Mr. Travis made a motion to begin distributing the lobbyist lists electronically to save the State of Kentucky about $30,000.  Judge Lester seconded the motion. All were in favor.

Judge Wilhoit informed the Commission about the July 1, 2005 deadline to submit changes to the Code of Ethics to the Legislative Research Commission.  LEC staff was asked to put together a list of changes for the Commissioners to review at a later date.

There being no further business, Judge Lester made a motion to adjourn the meeting until 10:00 a.m. on Monday, July 26, 2004.  Mr. Fulkerson seconded the motion. All were in favor.
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The Kentucky Legislative Ethics Commission reconvened its regularly scheduled meeting at 10:00 a.m., July 26, 2004, at General Butler State Park in Carrollton, Ky.

Commissioners Present: Chairman George Troutman, Vice Chair Rebecca Tomblinson, Ann B. Henn, Judge Paul D. Gudgel, Lloyd Clapp , Bob Fulkerson, Dr. Doug Moseley, Judge Charles B. Lester and Joe Lane Travis

LEC Staff Present:  Judge Anthony Wilhoit, Connie Evans, John Schaaf and Donnita Crittenden.

Chairman Troutman called the meeting to order at 10:15 a.m.

Chairman Troutman asked for recommendations on a draft opinion regarding reporting requirements by employers and legislative agents hosting events at National Conventions.  Judge Gudgel made a motion for Anthony Wilhoit to prepare an opinion based on the out-of-state travel guidelines as it pertains to Kentucky legislators attending National Conventions.  Mrs. Henn seconded the motion.  All were in favor.  After editing, the opinion will be circulated for final approval of the members and released.

Judge Wilhoit discussed the new Procedural Manual prepared by Lee Rowland.  He suggested that Commissioners take time to look at this manual as a refresher on the conduct of Commission Members during investigations and complaint proceedings.

The Commission continued its discussion of recommendations for statutory revisions focusing on lobbying and the interaction between legislators and lobbyists.  A number of those covered by the law who were in attendance offered observations and suggestions for the Commissions consideration.

Chairman Troutman asked for a motion to enter into Executive Session to discuss a possible complaint.  Mrs. Tomblinson moved and Mr. Clapp seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

Chairman Troutman asked for a motion to come out of Executive Session.  Mrs. Henn moved and Judge Gudgel seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

Judge Wilhoit briefly discussed reclassifying two employee positions in light of reorganization of the office since Peggy Williams’s departure.  This will be considered more fully at the next meeting.

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, August 31, 2004, at 10:00 A.M.  There being no further business, Mrs. Tomblinson moved and Mr. Clapp seconded the motion to adjourn.  All were in favor.
