Minutes

KY Legislative Ethics Commission

August 31, 2004

The Kentucky Legislative Ethics Commission held its regularly scheduled meeting at 10 A.M. in Room 131 of the Capitol Annex.

Commissioners Present:  Chairman George Troutman, Ann B. Henn, Judge Paul D. Gudgel, Lloyd Clapp, Bob Fulkerson, Dr. Doug Moseley, and Judge Charles B. Lester.

Commissioners Absent:  Vice Chair Rebecca Tomblinson and Joe Lane Travis.

LEC Staff Present:  Judge Anthony Wilhoit, Connie Evans, John Schaaf, Lee Rowland and Donnita Crittenden.

Chairman George Troutman called the meeting to order.

Chairman Troutman asked for approval of the minutes of the July 25-26, 2004 meetings.  Judge Lester moved and Mr. Clapp seconded the motion to approve the minutes as written.  All were in favor.

Judge Wilhoit informed the Commission that the LEC staff had mailed a letter to all members of the General Assembly and the Legislative Research Commission stating that the lobbyist lists would no longer be printed and mailed unless specifically requested.  The lobbyist list is now being distributed electronically, and that change will save about $30,000 per year.

John Schaaf said that the Commission could adopt a policy regarding KRS 6.767, which deals with the LRC receiving the lobbyist list.  The Commission agreed to send the LRC Director a printed copy of the list, and the date the Director received the list would be the relevant date under KRS 6.767.

Judge Wilhoit discussed OLEC 04-03 which was approved by telephone vote on August 23, 2004. A copy was distributed to the members at this meeting.

Kim Nelson, a registered legislative agent, asked to address the Commission with his concerns regarding how lobbyists are required to register.  His son, Brian Nelson, helps him lobby for specific clients and he pays his son out of his own pocket.  Under the Code of Ethics, his son is not required to register on behalf of these clients because they do not hire him or pay his salary.  Mr. Nelson believes the law should be changed to include such a person as a lobbyist.

Chairman Troutman asked for a motion to enter into Executive Session to discuss a possible complaint.  Mr. Clapp moved and Mrs. Henn seconded the motion.  All were in favor.
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Chairman Troutman asked for a motion to come out of Executive Session.  Mr. Clapp moved and Mrs. Henn seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

Mr. Troutman asked for a motion to reclassify two positions on the LEC staff and adjust the salaries by $200 per month.  This action was suggested because of the departure of Peggy Williams.  Peggy’s duties have been divided between the remaining staff members, requiring the reclassification.  Mr. Fulkerson moved and Mr. Clapp seconded the motion.  All were in favor of the reclassification and salary adjustment.  

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, October 12, 2004, at 10 A.M.  There being no further business, Mr. Clapp moved and Mr. Fulkerson seconded the motion to adjourn.  All were in favor.
