Minutes

Kentucky Legislative Ethics Commission

September 11, 2001

The regular meeting of the Legislative Ethics Commission was called to order by the Chairman, George Troutman, on Tuesday, September 11, 2001, at 10:07 a.m. in Room 129 of the Capitol Annex in Frankfort.


Commissioners Present:  Lloyd Clapp, Pat Freibert, Ann B. Henn, Judge Michael O. McDonald, John Shepherd, George Troutman, and Judge Charles Bruce Lester


Commissioners Absent: Clarence Jackson and Rebecca Tomblinson


LEC Staff present:  Judge Anthony M. Wilhoit, Paula Pabon, Donnita Crittenden, Connie Evans, and Lee Rowland

Approval of Minutes:


Commissioner Lester moved to approve the minutes of the July 31, 2001, meeting.  Commissioner Shepherd seconded the motion.  The motion passed.

Staff Report:


Chairman Troutman asked for a staff activity report. Judge Wilhoit informed the Commission that several informal informal opinions were rendered since the last meeting and that the staff had received several calls requesting copies of a financial disclosure statement from a candidate running in a special Senate election.  As of the date of the meeting, this financial disclosure statement had yet to be received.  Judge Wilhoit informed the Commission that Paula Pabon mailed the appropriate form to the candidate along with a letter of explanation.  It was the consensus of the Commission to follow up in order to get a response from the candidate.


Judge Wilhoit requested that all Commission members inform Connie Evans about their COGEL registration, whether they need room reservations, and whether their spouses will attend.
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Advisory Opinions:


Judge Wilhoit presented the concerns of a particular legislator in terms of OLEC 01-03 and asked the Commission to consider whether amplification of the opinion was needed.  Judge Wilhoit explained that the legislator's concerns about the opinion may involve a different statutory provision than utilized in the opinion and that expanding the opinion may solve the problem.  After brief discussion, it was the consensus of the Commission that no amplification of OLEC 01-03 was needed and that it would stand as is.



Next, Judge Wilhoit presented an opinion request and a draft for OLEC 01-04.  Judge McDonald stated that he had family ties with the particular legislator making the request and would not vote on the opinion. The opinion request involved whether a legislator may contact a state agency about the sale of used equipment. After intense discussion and debate, Commissioner Clapp moved and Commissioner Henn seconded a motion for Judge Wilhoit to respond with a letter rather than a formal opinion.  It was the decision of the Commission to leave OLEC 95-12 as it stands and that a new opinion is not needed.  In addition, it was discussed that the legislator should be cautioned about the possibility for the appearance impropriety in approaching state agencies for contracts, whether the legislator is the owner of the company or a salaried employee.  The Commission also expressed its opinion that a legislator should avoid entering into the negotiation process on behalf of a company with a state agency for any state contract.  Judge Wilhoit was directed to draft a letter for Commission approval at the next meeting.

Other Business:


Chairman Troutman inquired about the monthly financial report.  Donnita Crittenden informed him that the report was not available in time to mail prior to the meeting.  Chairman Troutman directed that once the financial report was available to send it to Commission members in the board book for next month's meeting.


Commissioner Clapp moved to adjourn, Commissioner Shepherd seconded the motion.  There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.  The next regular meeting of the Commission is scheduled for October 9, 2001.
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