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Vigorous lobbying on a tobacco tax, energy, and health-care issues has pushed Kentucky lobbying spending to an all-time high of $8.4 million during the first three months of the General Assembly session.  That total is 17 percent higher than last year’s spending at the same point, and indicates that 2018 will be the third consecutive year of record lobbying spending.


The top spender in the first quarter of 2018 is Altria, one of the world's largest producers and marketers of tobacco products, which spent heavily on its lobbying effort in opposition to an increased tax on tobacco.  The parent company of Philip Morris USA spent $332,000 through the first three months of the session.  That’s over three times more than the $94,468 that Altria spent in the same three months of 2016, the most recent 60-day session.


Kentucky Chamber of Commerce, which supported a cigarette tax increase, was second on the lobbying list, spending $159,527.  Foundation for a Healthy Kentucky, another supporter of the tax hike, was the fourth-leading lobbying spender, at $110,766, while Kentucky Hospital Association, which supported a health care reimbursement assessment on tobacco products and changes in the Medicaid program, spent $100,744 and was the fifth-leading spender.

LG&E and KU Energy is third on the spending list at $116,858, while lobbying in support of HB 227, a bill to cut payments to utility customers who generate excess electricity and sell it to utility companies, and a resolution urging Congress to establish a “moratorium on closing coal-fired electric plants and eliminating all subsidies for renewable energy sources.”  In addition to the Kentucky Chamber of Commerce, other top spenders who reported lobbying on HB 227 were: Kentucky Association of Electric Cooperatives ($71,018); Greater Louisville, Inc. ($53,750); Big Rivers Electric ($51,025); and Kentucky Farm Bureau Federation ($46,773).

1-800 Contacts, a company that conducts eye exams and sells contact lenses through its website spent $70,906 in opposition to HB 191.  That bill was supported by optometrists, but opposed by ophthalmologists and supporters of telemedicine.  Other top 10 spenders are: Baxter Healthcare ($70,000); Sullivan University ($64,332); and Kentucky League of Cities ($61,729).

The rest of the top 20 lobbying spenders include: Kentucky Education Association ($59,156); Kentucky Justice Association ($59,024); Kentucky Medical Association ($53,919); Kentucky Retail Federation ($53,686); Anthem, Inc. ($53,064); Marsy’s Law for All ($47,480); and Kentucky Bankers Association ($45,546).
Candidate disclosures are available



With three exceptions, all candidates who are running for the General Assembly in the May primary have filed financial disclosure statements, and those statements are posted on the Ethics Commission’s website:  https://klec.ky.gov/Reports/Pages/Legislators-and-Candidates.aspx
New lobbying registrations and terminations

Businesses and organizations which have recently registered to lobby include: American Automobile Association; Americans United for Separation of Church and State; Coin Laundry Association; Corizon Health; Crowe Horwath; CTIA – The Wireless Association; Emerald Energy and Exploration Land Co.; Kentucky Cannabis Co.; Kentucky Section - PGA of America; Sage Therapeutics; Track Group; and Walker Company.

Terminated registrations for those no longer lobbying include: Crime & Justice Institute at Community Resources for Justice; Hellervik Oilfield Technologies; and Perdue.
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Mulvaney backlash may drive political money changes

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Roll Call – by Kate Ackley -- April 26, 2018


Advocates for tougher campaign finance regulations say comments from Mick Mulvaney seeming to describe a pay-to-play style of politics on Capitol Hill will boost their long-term effort to overhaul the rules and could benefit like-minded candidates in the midterm elections.


Mulvaney, the White House budget chief and acting director of the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau, told a group of bankers that when he served in Congress, his office refused meetings with lobbyists who did not provide political contributions.  Mulvaney represented a South Carolina district from January 2011 to February 2017, when he became director of the Office of Management and Budget.


“We had a hierarchy in my office, in Congress.  If you were a lobbyist who never gave us money, I didn’t talk to you,” Mulvaney said, according to a transcript of his speech to the American Bankers Association provided by the CFPB.


“If you were a lobbyist who gave us money, I might talk to you.  If you came from back home and sat in my lobby, I talk to you without exception, regardless of the financial contributions,” he continued.


His words depict a portrait of political donors buying potential access to lawmakers that campaign finance watchdogs and their allied lawmakers rarely see in public.  Ohio Sen. Sherrod Brown, a member of the Senate Banking Committee, called for Mulvaney to resign, as have such watchdog groups as Public Citizen, End Citizens United and Every Voice.
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More broadly, they are seizing on the dustup to advance both long-shot legislative changes as well as voluntary ones, such as lawmakers refusing donations from political action committees or registered lobbyists.


“I don’t think people should be casting stones or singling out any individual, but we should be asking, ‘What are the reforms we can undertake?’ so that good people who come to serve the country aren’t co-opted by lobbyists and interest groups,” said Rep. Ro Khanna, who is drafting legislation that would provide up to $50 per election cycle in taxpayer money to Americans to contribute to federal campaigns.


“It’s a broken system,” the Californian said.  “And Mick, I think, is an honorable person who has a world view with which I disagree.  I’ve always found him to be a person of integrity, but he’s operating in a system, like many members of Congress, where special interests have just run rampant.”


Campaign finance and congressional ethics experts said Mulvaney did not appear to violate any political money laws.  But were he still in Congress, the remarks could have triggered the Office of Congressional Ethics and the House Ethics Committee to open an investigation, they said. 


The House ethics manual states that lawmakers and staff “should always exercise caution to avoid even the appearance that solicitations of campaign contributions are connected in any way with an action taken or to be taken in their official capacity.”


Even lobbyists distanced their industry from Mulvaney’s words. 


“These comments and behaviors cannot become the norm in Washington,” said lobbyist Paul Miller, who is president of the National Institute for Lobbying and Ethics. 


“Mick Mulvaney’s comments absolutely prove what most Americans think and what people like me have been saying for years: lobbyists and Wall Street bankers are able to buy influence and access with their campaign contributions,” said Adam Smith of Every Voice, a campaign finance overhaul group.
Rep. Jack Williams, lobbyist Marty Connors, medical exec arrested on corruption charges

ALABAMA – AL.com – by John Archibald – April 3, 2018 


Montgomery -- State Rep. Jack Williams, Vestavia Hills, Marty Connors, a lobbyist and former political party chair, and a California health care executive were arrested on federal bribery charges.


"Three individuals -- two of whom reside in Alabama and one who resides in California -- were arrested on charges stemming from their involvement in a public corruption scheme," said United States Attorney Louis Franklin.  Williams and Connors appeared in court in Montgomery after their arrests at their homes. Both men appeared in court in handcuffs shackled to their waists. 

The charges stem from an effort to by Ford Gilbert, the Carmichael, California owner of Trina Healthcare, to push a bill through the Alabama Legislature that would force Blue Cross and Blue Shield (BCBS) to cover diabetes treatments at centers such as the ones he owned.

Gilbert "made payments to State of Alabama House Majority Leader Micky Hammon in exchange for his efforts on behalf of the bill," Franklin said.  Hammon has since pleaded guilty on unrelated charges, and went to prison in Arizona in recent weeks.


According to prosecutors, Gilbert in 2016 hired Connors, who knew Hammon was being paid by Gilbert.  Hammon and Connors recruited Williams, who chaired the Small Business Committee of the Alabama House of Representatives, to hold a public hearing on the bill.  Williams also knew of the payments to Hammon - who was in financial crisis.


The effort was concentrated on 2016's HB415, which died in the committee Williams chaired.

The bill would have prohibited any insurance plan that covers intravenous insulin infusion from requiring patients to use a hospital instead of a medical clinic or office, like Trina.  It would have made it illegal for insurers to demand a higher deductible or copay for treatment at such centers.

Federal and state investigators have been asking questions about Trina for months, particularly after Hammon pleaded guilty for mail fraud for using campaign contributions for personal gain.  He was sentenced to three months in prison on those charges.  He is being held at federal prison at Terre Haute, Ind., records show.


Investigators have also asked about connections to other lawmakers.

The three are charged with conspiracy to commit bribery related to federal programs, conspiracy to commit honest services wire fraud, and honest services wire fraud, Franklin's statement said.


The indictment says Hammon was given an ownership in a Trina clinic in exchange for soliciting investment funds from others, finding a location in Birmingham and setting up a space.  It was not profitable, though, because BCBS did not intend to pay for the treatment, which it found suspect.


In September 2015, though, a Trina clinic in Hoover opened, and then-Gov. Robert Bentley showed up, at Hammon's request, to cut the ribbon.


The clinic did not prosper, and Gilbert set out to challenge BCBS and change the law.  Connors was hired, and he knew Hammon's involvement, the indictment says.  The bill was drafted, Gilbert dined with Williams and Williams agreed to make sure the bill was assigned to his committee, and promised to call a public hearing to pressure BCBS.


Williams knew Hammon had a financial interest, which makes him party to the crime, according to the government.


When a member of the committee asked Williams why former Speaker Mike Hubbard assigned the bill to the Commerce and Small Business Committee instead of the Health Committee or Insurance Committee, Williams said he (Williams) was trying to "help out" Hammon.


The indictment says Gilbert and Connors committed the substantive offense of bribery related to federal programs.  Gilbert alone is charged with wire fraud, health care fraud, and interstate travel in aid of racketeering.  The indictment does not include charges against Hammon because Hammon “has already been convicted in federal court of other offenses."


If convicted, each defendant in this case faces a maximum sentence of 20 years in prison, plus fines and restitution.


Gov. Kay Ivey weighed in on the indictments following a speech in Huntsville.  "There's just no place for corruption in our great state.  And so the Justice Department, the FBI, they've just got to go ahead and ferret out what needs to be explored because we cannot tolerate corruption," Ivey said.
Proposal on November ballot would toughen Florida’s lobbying rules

FLORIDA -- News Service of Florida -- by Lloyd Dunkelberger -- April 16, 2018 

Tallahassee -- State and local elected officials would be banned from lobbying for six years after they leave office under a proposal headed to the November general election ballot.


In a 30-4 vote, the Florida Constitution Revision Commission backed the revision to the state Constitution.  If the proposal is approved by 60 percent of voters, it would increase a current two-year lobbying ban to six years.


“We intend to shut the revolving door, to nail shut the revolving door between public office and private lobbying,” said Commissioner Don Gaetz, a former Senate president from Niceville who was the key architect of the measure.


Under the proposal, state lawmakers and statewide elected officials would not be able to lobby the Legislature or any state agency for six years after they leave office.  State agency heads would not be able to lobby the Legislature, the governor’s office, or their former agencies for the six-year period.
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Local government officials, including county commissioners, school board members and city commissioners, would be banned for six years from lobbying their former governments.  Judges could not lobby the Legislature or the executive branch of state government for six years after they leave office.


In addition to the lobbying ban, the measure would prohibit state and local elected officials from lobbying other governmental agencies, including the federal government, “for compensation” while they are in office.


It would also create a new ethical standard for public officials, prohibiting them from using their offices to obtain a “disproportionate benefit” for themselves, their families or their business interests.

If adopted by voters, Gaetz said the proposal would represent “the highest ethical standards in the nation for personal conduct in public office.”


Gaetz said he has heard from some state and local officials who were concerned that “their future career plans might be in jeopardy” if the amendment is adopted by voters.


“We are not proposing ethical standards to meet the need of politicians or for their convenience,” he said.  “The goal of this proposal is that politicians will need to meet the ethical standards set by the people of Florida.”


Commissioner Jose Felix Diaz, a former House member from Miami, opposed the measure, saying it may be too broadly written and will have unintended consequences.


“My big fear about this legislation is that I think that inadvertently it is going to capture people that it doesn’t mean to capture,” Diaz said.  “I also think it’s going to discourage people from running or being appointed to positions and we might lose some really good opportunities to have some good people serving in office.”

Assemblywoman Pamela Harris resigns ahead of fraud trial

NEW YORK – New York Times – by Jesse McKinley -- April 2, 2018


Albany — A Brooklyn assemblywoman who was indicted in January on a raft of fraud and corruption charges has resigned from the state legislature.


The assemblywoman, Pamela Harris, who represents several southern Brooklyn neighborhoods, including Coney Island, is facing multiple counts of wire and bankruptcy fraud, as well as charges related to making false statements, witness tampering and conspiracy.


Her resignation was announced in a letter to Carl E. Heastie, who serves as Speaker of the Assembly.  In it, she said that “recent events interfere with my ability to continue to effectively represent my constituents.”


Federal authorities have accused Ms. Harris of a variety of schemes, including falsely claiming she had been displaced from her home in Coney Island by damage inflicted by Hurricane Sandy.  Prosecutors said she improperly received nearly $25,000 in federal disaster funds. 


She is also accused of illegally siphoning money from a nonprofit she ran, Coney Island Generation Gap, to pay personal expenses, including her mortgage and shopping trips to Victoria’s Secret.  She has pleaded not guilty.

Ohio House Speaker Cliff Rosenberger to resign May 1

OHIO – Cleveland.com – by Jeremy Palmer – April 10, 2018


Columbus -- House Speaker Cliff Rosenberger announced he will resign his seat May 1 amid questions over an FBI inquiry into his spending and travel.


Rosenberger, from Clinton County, has served as speaker since 2015, has hired a defense attorney after federal agents started an inquiry into his activities, including a trip to London last summer with representatives from the payday lending industry. 


In a statement, Rosenberger said he believes all his actions as speaker have been "ethical and lawful."  But he said the inquiry "could take months or even years to resolve," adding "Ohioans deserve elected leaders who are able to devote their full and undivided attention" to issues facing the state.


House Speaker Pro Tempore Kirk Schuring, Canton, will take over as House speaker until the House elects a new speaker to serve through the end of the year.


"Moving forward, my goal will be to facilitate the operations of this institution as smoothly and efficiently as possible," Schuring stated.

Rosenberger, 36, is believed to be the youngest ever to hold the Speaker’s job.  An Air Force veteran, Rosenberger previously served as political coordinator in ex-President George W. Bush's administration.

Under his leadership, the House passed a number of bills on issues ranging from abortion restrictions to tax cuts, and it unsuccessfully tried to block Gov. John Kasich from accepting Medicaid expansion funds from the federal government.


Rosenberger also became known for his frequent trips to places such as Los Angeles, France, Israel, and England that were paid for out of campaign funds or by outside groups.


The FBI is reportedly looking into Rosenberger's trip to London last August, according to the Cincinnati Enquirer.  He was accompanied on the trip by lobbyists Steve Dimon and Leslie Gaines, who work for a title lender trying to block legislation to crack down on payday lenders.


Federal agents are also interested in his ties to heiress Ginni Ragan, a top campaign donor who rents out a luxury condo to Rosenberger for an undisclosed amount of money, according to the Enquirer.

Date for corruption trial of State Sen. John Courson of Columbia set

SOUTH CAROLINA – The State – by John Monk - April 18, 2018 


Columbia -- After multiple delays, the long-anticipated public corruption trial of veteran South Carolina Senator John Courson, Richland, has been set to begin June 4.


Courson, 73, was elected to the Senate in 1984 and is one of its longest-serving members. However, he has been suspended from office since his indictment last year as part of the ongoing State House corruption probe, led by special prosecutor David Pascoe.


Courson is charged with misconduct in office, criminal conspiracy and converting campaign money to his personal use by taking kickbacks from the firm of S.C. political godfather Richard Quinn.  It is illegal to use campaign money for personal expenses.
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Courson has insisted he is innocent.  Quinn, too, initially was charged.  However, as part of a December plea-bargain deal, Pascoe dropped all criminal charges against Quinn.  In return, Quinn's firm agreed to pay a fine for illegally lobbying the Legislature, and Quinn agreed to testify before the state grand jury.


Now, Quinn could be called as a witness against Courson, his longtime political-strategy client.


Thus far, Pascoe's investigation has secured guilty pleas from three state legislators.  All resigned from office.  Two other former legislators also face charges.

Tennessee lawmakers still 'double-dipping' after warning from campaign finance official

TENNESSEE -- USA Today Network -- Joel Ebert -- April 24, 2018


Nashville -- State lawmakers continue to use donor money to cover expenses on days they are already receiving a government allowance, despite a memo warning them against the practice.


In August, Drew Rawlins, executive director of the Bureau of Ethics and Campaign Finance, sent a memo to Lt. Gov. Randy McNally and House Speaker Beth Harwell reminding lawmakers that they “may not use campaign funds to pay for non-campaign related meals or lodging for themselves” on the same day they receive a regular legislative allowance.


A state campaign finance official described why it is wrong to use campaign money the same day they receive an allowance.


“In essence, you are double-dipping," said Tom Lawless, chairman of the Registry of Election Finance.  "You can live large, and that’s not what you’re supposed to be doing."


Lawless said lawmakers who do so are getting paid twice for doing the same job.


Tennessee lawmakers receive a payment every day they are in session.  However, they also can receive this per diem payment on non-legislative days, provided they are performing work related to their office. 


Rawlins' letter appears to have had no impact on several lawmakers, who have continued to spend campaign money on days they receive per diems, according to campaign finance disclosures filed this year. 


Take for example Rep. Sheila Butt, Columbia, who spent $849 in campaign funds in September to cover lodging at a Hyatt Regency in Phoenix, Arizona.


For the same trip, Butt had the state pay $2,914, including $664 for her hotel, to cover expenses incurred while at the Balanced Budget Convention, according to state records. 


“That would appear to not be consistent with the spirit of the memo of the registry,” Lawless said.


A spokesman for the House did not provide individual explanations about the expenditures, instead noting that campaign money is private and not from taxpayers.


"These donations are made by supporters who trust their local lawmakers to spend contributions as they are needed.  All expenditures are open to the public and disclosed with full transparency," said Doug Kufner, spokesman for the House Majority caucus.

    


Other lawmakers may have used campaign money while receiving a per diem this year, though the state's website has yet to be updated to include per diem info for the 2018 session. 


Rep. Rick Staples, Knoxville, used $105 in campaign money to pay for "rent" at the Clarion Hotel in Nashville on March 13.  He would have received a per diem to cover his hotel cost for that legislative day. 


Staples said the room was for two people who attended a meeting that day with the state Department of Children's Services and did not have enough money to pay for a hotel. 


Like Staples, Rep. Gary Hicks, Rogersville, made two $105 payments using campaign money to the Clarion Hotel to pay for lodging on two separate days the legislature was in session. 


Hicks also spent $87 at Nashville restaurant 417 Union on March 7, another legislative day during which he would have received a per diem.


On April 4, Rep. John Holsclaw, Elizabethton, spent $122 in campaign money to pay for dinner at Jeff Ruby's Steakhouse in Nashville.  That day, he would have received a per diem as the House voted on a bill related to civil asset forfeiture.  


When Rep. Charles Sargent, Franklin, who serves as chairman of the House finance committee, traveled to Boston last year to attend a legislative conference he spent $393 in campaign funds on a "dinner for staff."  He received a per diem for his time at the conference. 


“That would give the impression that either he made a mistake or that it was contrary to what we thought the rules to be,” Lawless said.


But this year Sargent continued the practice, using donor money to pay for meals at a steakhouse and an Italian restaurant on session days, when he received a per diem.  For a February dinner at Jeff Ruby's Steakhouse in Nashville, he spent $212 in campaign funds on his "finance committee staff."  

   


In Tennessee there is no proactive oversight by the legislature or the registry to ensure lawmakers aren’t double-dipping. When they receive their per diems, lawmakers do not have to present any proof of the expenses.


"There's no check or balance there except for us," Lawless said, referring to the registry.


A previous analysis by the USA Today Network - Tennessee found dozens of lawmakers spent thousands of dollars in campaign donations in 2016 on items they may have already used taxpayer money to cover.


Campaign finance officials could punish lawmakers who violate the practice outlined in last year's memo.


"The registry could assess civil penalties for unallowable use of campaign funds if the registry felt a member violated the statute (and the guidance of the registry) on use of campaign funds," Rawlins said.


Other notable uses of campaign money in recent months, according to financial disclosures filed this year, include:

· Rep. Matthew Hill paid an East Tennessee olive oil business $3,800 for "gifts."

· Rep. Kelly Kiesling spent $2,000 on "education tuition" at the Buckley School of Public Speaking in Camden, South Carolina.

· Rep. Andy Holt spent $1,550 to purchase "AR-15 rifles" for his annual "Hogfest and Turkey Shoot."

· Rep. Michael Curcio spent $467 on shotgun shells for a fundraiser.

· Sen. Steve Southerland paid a department store $408 for "ear muffs."  He also spent $169 on car washes.

· Rep. Jeremy Faison spent $73 on dry cleaning.
Former Congressman Steve Stockman convicted on federal corruption charges

TEXAS – Houston Chronicle – by Gabrielle Banks -- April 12, 2018


Houston -- Back to Gallery

Former U.S. Congressman Steve Stockman was convicted of masterminding a wide-ranging fraud scheme that diverted $1.25 million in charitable donations from wealthy philanthropists to cover personal expenses and campaign debts.


After deliberating more than 15 hours over three days, the jury found Stockman guilty on 23 counts of mail and wire fraud, conspiracy, making false statements to the Federal Elections Commission, money laundering and filing a false tax return.

Stockman, 61, of Clear Lake, who served two non-consecutive terms as a congressman in separate southeast Texas districts, showed no reaction to the jury’s verdict.  His wife, Patti, watched from the courtroom gallery, as did U.S. Attorney Ryan K. Patrick.


Brandon Rottinghaus, a political science professor at the University of Houston, called the case “a cautionary tale for politicians who might try to use their authority to gain political power.”

 
“Steve Stockman was on track to be among the next generation of leaders in Texas, formerly a rising star undone by the hubris of ambition and selfish behavior,” he said.  “The ‘House of Cards’ style antics will almost always catch up to elected officials.  No one is above the law and the number of indicted current and former elected officials proves that.”


Patrick, the U.S. Attorney, said Stockman abused his position of trust.


“When public officials use their office to defraud donors and violate federal law, we will hold them accountable,” Patrick said in a statement after the verdict.  “Corrupt officials like former congressman Stockman make it harder for the honest ones to do their jobs.”


Chief U.S. District Judge Lee H. Rosenthal ruled that Stockman was a flight risk and ordered him taken into custody.  U.S. marshals cleared the courtroom of onlookers before detaining the former lawmaker.


Stockman faces a maximum of 20 years in prison on each of the seven fraud convictions and one money laundering count, with a potential for lesser sentences on the other counts.  Sentencing is set for Aug. 17.


Two former Stockman aides who pleaded guilty to participating in the scheme were among those who testified against the former congressman, who made an unsuccessful run in 2014 for the U.S. Senate against incumbent John Cornyn.


The jury of seven women and five men heard testimony over three weeks from 39 witnesses and reviewed thousands of pages of documents, tracking donations through bank accounts, campaign finance reports, texts, emails and other correspondence.


Prosecutors presented a meticulously documented case, featuring flow charts and canceled checks, to illustrate how the two-time lawmaker funneled charitable donations through a series of sham nonprofit organizations and shell bank accounts to spend on an array of personal expenses that included his brother’s homemade Advent books, a dolphin-watching trip, and an amateur spy operation that trailed a perceived rival around the statehouse in Austin.

Federal charges were also brought against aides Jason Posey, 47, of Tupelo, Mississippi, and Thomas Dodd, 38, of Houston, who pleaded guilty and agreed to testify against their former boss.


After his first appearance in federal court, Stockman told reporters he had been targeted for speaking out against the Internal Revenue Service and was a victim of the “deep state” that allegedly exists within federal agencies.


The criminal probe of Stockman was triggered by investigations by the Sunlight Foundation and the Houston Chronicle that examined a series of 2013 checks that straw donors made to Stockman’s tapped-out congressional campaign fund.  Law enforcement traced the money from these fake donors back to its source, a $350,000 check to one of Stockman’s charities from philanthropist Richard Uihlein, and into bank accounts of the two aides. 


Uihlein, the head of a Midwestern shipping supplies empire, gave $800,000 to Stockman projects.  He testified a $350,000 check was meant to pay for the rehabilitation of Freedom House, a live-in training center for interns on Capitol Hill that never materialized.


Uihlein believed his second contribution of $450,000 would cover an independent campaign expenditure related to Stockman’s bid for the U.S. Senate.  The donor testified he believed the funds would be used for a statewide mailing of fake tabloid newspapers portraying Cornyn as a fan of President Barack Obama’s national health care policy.


Posey testified that he and the former congressman knew they were breaking the law, but Stockman instructed him to push forward, spending charitable money on hotel rooms, plane flights and so-called “burner phones” for secret conversations.  He complied, he said, even fleeing to Egypt at Stockman’s request for more than two years when Stockman realized the scheme was under investigation.

Attorney Philip Hilder, who represented Posey, said in the universe of white-collar crime, Stockman’s conduct stood out because he was in office when many of the crimes occurred.


“What makes this unusual is that a member of Congress abused his authority shortly after being given the oath of office,” he said.  “Stockman manipulated his staff and squandered a golden opportunity to represent the constituents in his district who obviously placed faith in him.”
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