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Kentucky’s Legislative Ethics Commission (KLEC) recently scored several more important wins in the federal court case filed against the members of KLEC by Sen. John Schickel, whose lawsuit claims he has a constitutional right to accept meals, beverages, and campaign contributions from legislative lobbyists.

First, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit denied Schickel’s request that his case be heard again by the same three-judge panel that issued the sweeping opinion upholding the constitutionality of ethics laws that were challenged by Schickel.

Schickel also asked that the case be heard by all 16 of the Sixth Circuit’s judges, sitting as a single panel.  That request was denied after Schickel’s motion was circulated among all the Circuit Judges and no judge requested a vote on the suggestion for a rehearing.

Next, Schickel and two Libertarian Party co-plaintiffs asked the Sixth Circuit to delay its mandate to U.S. District Judge William Bertelsman, requiring him to enter a final order in the case.  After that “motion to stay the mandate” was denied, the Sixth Circuit issued its mandate to the lower court, and a final order will soon be issued by Judge Bertelsman.

Finally, Schickel and one of the Libertarians asked the U.S. Supreme Court to extend from 90 days to 150 days the time in which Schickel’s attorneys must file a petition for Writ of Certiorari.  That’s a document a losing party files, asking the Supreme Court to review a decision of a lower court.  

In the motion to the Supreme Court, Schickel’s attorneys referred to Operation BOPTROT as “a scandal in which a couple members of the harness racing industry were involved with bribing legislators and other government officials.”  


That brief description of a serious FBI investigation of the General Assembly is not consistent with the language of the Sixth Circuit’s decision.  In the 1990’s, BOPTROT led to 21 convictions, including 15 legislators, several from Northern Kentucky. The Sixth Circuit cited BOPTROT as giving Kentucky an important government interest in preventing corruption and adopting a strong ethics law.  In the Schickel decision, the Sixth Circuit states: 

“In the aftermath of BOPTROT, the public lost faith in its elected officials, and public standing plunged to an all-time low.  (Tom Loftus & Al Cross, Lies, Bribes and Videotape, The Courier-Journal, July 1, 1993.) Corruption was rampant and came cheap - in some cases, legislators accepted as little as $400 from lobbyists in exchange for influencing legislation.  (Martin Booe, Ethics: Kentuckians Amazed that $400 Can Buy a Lawmaker, L.A. Times, April 13, 1993.)”

The request from the attorneys for Schickel and the Libertarian for more time was denied by U.S. Supreme Court Justice Sonia Sotomayor, who is assigned by Chief Justice John Roberts to rule on all such requests from the Sixth Circuit.

If Schickel or one or both Libertarians intend to ask the U.S. Supreme Court to hear an appeal from the Sixth Circuit’s decision, their petition to the Supreme Court must be filed by early October, within 90 days of the day the Sixth Circuit denied their motion for a rehearing.

The Sixth Circuit’s ruling was a unanimous decision by a panel of judges appointed by Presidents George W. Bush, Jimmy Carter, and Donald Trump. 

If the Sixth Circuit’s decision stands, it’s a stamp of approval for Kentucky’s legislative ethics law, and a clear signal in support of strong public ethics laws across the nation.

In the 26 years since the adoption of Kentucky’s Code of Legislative Ethics, no Kentucky legislator has been charged or convicted of misusing his or her legislative office.  


The federal court ruling is an important message to the other 49 states, hundreds of cities and counties, and to the U.S. Congress, that they can adopt strong ethics laws like Kentucky did in the post-BOPTROT era, and help public officials and lobbyists avoid corruption.
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There are currently 723 businesses and organizations registered to lobby the Kentucky General Assembly, and 588 lobbyists registered to represent those employers.  


Lobbying employers which have registered since the end of the 2019 General Assembly are:
The Arrow Fund; CrisisGo, Inc.; Danny Wimmer Presents; Emergent BioSolutions; Kentucky Association for School Social Work; Kentucky Health Departments Association; Kentucky Hemp Works; Life Skills, Inc.; HMB Inc.; and WalMart Inc.

Employers that have terminated their registration and are no longer lobbying the General Assembly are:  Aleris International, Inc.; Appian; Bird Rides, Inc.; BrightStar Care; Cardinal Aluminum; Citizens for Responsible Pet Ownership; Coin Laundry Association; Enclara Pharmacia; Financial Services Institute, Inc.; G2lytics; Good Food Institute; Green River Alliance Group; and International Association of Amusement Parks and Attractions.


Also terminated are: Kentucky Municipal Energy Agency; Logan Aluminum; Louisville Free Public Library Foundation; Louisville Theatrical Association; Med Center Health; National Alliance for Public Charter Schools; National Association for Gun Rights; Organization for International Investment; Owl's Head Alloys; Partnership to Protect Patient Health; Passport Foundation; Teachers Insurance and Annuity; Spin; and Sugar Creek Capital. 











Former Sen. Hutchinson pleads guilty to bribery in Missouri federal court

ARKANSAS -- Talk Business & Politics – by Wesley Brown -- July 8, 2019 


As expected, former Arkansas State Sen. Jeremy Hutchinson of Little Rock pleaded guilty for his role in a multimillion-dollar public corruption scheme that involved embezzlement, bribes and illegal campaign contributions to elected public officials in Arkansas and Missouri.

Hutchinson’s plea to one count of conspiracy to commit federal program bribery brings to an end the highly-watched saga involving the former Arkansas senator that began 10 months ago at the State Capitol. 

The plea deal before U.S. Magistrate Judge David P. Rush for the Western District of Missouri also comes nearly two weeks after the 45-year old former state senator admitted guilt to earlier charges of committing bribery and filing false tax returns as part of a multi-district federal corruption probe.

In this case, Hutchinson is subject to a sentence of up to five years in federal prison without parole and a fine of up to $250,000.  Together with plea deals from consolidated indictments from the Eastern and Western Districts of Arkansas, Hutchinson faces up to 13 years in federal prison and fines of up to $600,000, as well as paying restitution and additional court fees.


Hutchinson is the son of former U.S. Sen. Tim Hutchinson, Ark., and the nephew of Gov. Asa Hutchinson.  He had been a state senator since 2011, and first came to the State Capitol as a state representative in 2000. 

The former senator and Little Rock attorney resigned from the Arkansas General Assembly after the federal indictment charged him with eight counts of wire fraud and four counts of filing false tax returns.

In accepting the charges from three federal districts in Missouri and Arkansas, Hutchinson will not have to face a long list of other serious charges in a trial that was originally scheduled for later this month.


In an 85-page federal grand jury indictment unsealed in Missouri, federal investigators said Hutchinson “knowingly and unlawfully conspired, confederated, and agreed together” with Bontiea and Tommy Ray Goss to devise a scheme that began in 2015 to defraud Preferred Family Healthcare (PFH). 


The Gosses were the husband and wife who served respectively as PFH’s former chief operations and chief financial officers.


In his plea agreement, Hutchinson admitted he was hired by Ms. Goss as outside counsel for PFH in exchange for payments and legal work.  For his part, Hutchinson performed official acts on behalf of the Springfield, Missouri-based healthcare charity, including holding up agency budgets and drafting and voting on legislation.

As payment, Hutchinson received a monthly retainer from May 2014 until 2017, which added up to more than $350,000. The Missouri nonprofit also paid for hotel rooms and Major League Baseball tickets for Hutchinson and allowed him the use of the charity’s luxury and recreational real estate.

Hutchinson also admitted publicly that he understood he was paid by the Missouri nonprofit and its affiliates primarily because of his position as an elected public official and that he worked to further the interests of the non-profit while in the Arkansas State Legislature. 

The ex-Senator also admitted that Ms. Goss, along with former Arkansas lobbyist Milton “Rusty” Cranford and Robin Raveendran, both former PFH executives, directed him to move the charity’s political agenda forward in the Arkansas Senate, and that he performed some legal work for the charity to conceal his corrupt arrangement with the charity’s executives.
Feds search for Michael Madigan records at home of retired alderman, subpoena utility giant ComEdison about state lobbying activity
ILLINOIS – Better Govt. Assn. & WBEZ -- by David Kidwell & Dan Mihalopoulos – July 12, 2019


Chicago -- Federal agents recently executed a search warrant on the Southwest Side home of retired Chicago Alderman Michael Zalewski, and sources say they were seeking records regarding the alderman’s political ally, Illinois House Speaker Michael Madigan.


In a related move, federal investigators subpoenaed documents and other information from utility giant Commonwealth Edison regarding the company’s state government lobbying activity. 

Zalewski’s attorney, longtime Chicago defense lawyer Thomas Breen, confirmed to WBEZ and the Better Government Association that the former alderman’s home was searched by federal agents.  Around the same time, the Chicago Tribune reported that authorities raided the home of Kevin Quinn, a Madigan operative whose brother is alderman of Madigan’s 13th Ward power base. 

Part of the probe centers on efforts to get work for Zalewski at ComEd and the interactions between Madigan, Zalewski and longtime ComEd lobbyist and Madigan confidant Michael McClain, according to three sources familiar with the federal investigation.  


Asked whether Zalewski had been hired in any capacity by ComEd, a utility spokeswoman declined to answer.  But in a statement, ComEd spokeswoman Jean Medina said the utility and its parent company, Exelon, recently were contacted by federal agents.


“Exelon and ComEd have received a grand jury subpoena from the U.S. Attorney’s Office of the Northern District of Illinois requiring production of information concerning its lobbying activities in the State of Illinois,” she said in an emailed statement. “Exelon and ComEd have pledged to cooperate fully and are cooperating fully with the U.S. Attorney’s Office in expeditiously providing the requested information.”

The federal raids involving Zalewski and Quinn come as corruption cases are reverberating through Chicago and City Hall.  Ald. Ed Burke, the longest-serving alderman in the city’s history, recently pleaded not guilty to racketeering, bribery and attempted extortion charges.


One of the key revelations in the Burke case has been that ex-Ald. Daniel Solis, wore a wire for the FBI for two years.  Court records revealed that among the first conversations recorded was a 2014 meeting in which Madigan discussed his private property tax appeal legal practice with a developer looking to build a hotel in Chinatown.


Madigan is the longest-serving House speaker in the nation.  His vast network of influence in state and city government is well documented, including his long-standing practice of wielding his power to help secure both private and public jobs for his loyalists.


Two sources familiar with the ongoing federal investigation told the BGA and WBEZ that federal agents approached the elder Zalewski in May as he was golfing at the Beverly Country Club on the Southwest Side and then executed a search warrant at his brick, split-level ranch home in the Garfield Ridge neighborhood.


While alderman, Zalewski also ran a lobbying firm out of his house, The Z Consulting Group Inc.  Records show he has continued to lobby state officials through this year for a handful of clients.  Zalewski did not list ComEd among the clients of Z Consulting Group.


The long list of ComEd lobbyists in Springfield reads like a who’s who of former legislative aides and retired state legislators. 


In more than 30 years atop the Illinois legislature, Madigan has come under repeated scrutiny by the media and good-government advocates for his dual roles as both speaker and as a name partner in the private law firm Madigan & Getzendanner, where Madigan works as rainmaker to draw tax appeal clients.

Since voters approved a $5 cap on gifts, lobbyist spending on Missouri lawmakers dropped 94%

MISSOURI – KCUR/St. Louis Public Radio -- by Aviva Okeson-Haberman – July 11, 2019 

Jefferson City -- Beyoncé tickets.  Pricey steak dinners.  Kansas City Royals games. 


Lobbyists used to be able to spend thousands in an effort to influence Missouri lawmakers. Voters approved a $5 dollar limit on gifts for lawmakers in November.  A KCUR analysis of data released this month by the Missouri Ethics Commission shows there’s been a 94% decrease in spending from the 2019 to 2018 legislative session. 


 In this year’s session, lobbyists spent less than $17,000 on lawmakers.  That’s a significant drop from the about $300,000 spent in the 2018 session. 


“These sorts of financial gifts or benefits that have been directed to lawmakers don’t actually buy their votes, but they do buy access,” University of Missouri political science professor Peverill Squire said.  “That access is important because lawmakers have to decide how they are going to spend their time and what energy they want to devote to different topics.”


Squire said most of the spending is now on larger events that all lawmakers can attend. There is still a $5 limit per lawmaker for those events. 


Lobbyist and president of the Missouri Biotech Association Kelly Gillespie said the new rules have changed how he does business. 


His association typically invites lawmakers on a tour of life science businesses in Missouri in an effort to educate lawmakers on topics like the drug discovery pipeline and healthcare affordability.  In 2018, the association spent about $4,000 taking lawmakers on a tour in western Missouri.  This amount of spending is prohibited under the new rules. 


“I believe that the state is worse off by not having an education program like that where there is absolutely no direct ask of these legislatures other than, ‘Can you make Missouri better?’” Gillespie said.


Gillespie added that he understood why voters supported the change to lobbyist spending. 


“There were other folks that were taking people to the Daytona 500 or to rock concerts or Masters golf tickets,” Gillespie said.  “And there was a feeling that it had gotten too much, and it was the wild west.”


More than 60 percent of voters supported Amendment 1.


“Voters left, right and center were all disgusted at the problem that was in Jefferson City,” Clean Missouri's campaign director Sean Nicholson said.  “To be clear, it was a bipartisan problem.  The top gift takers were both Democratic and Republican legislators.” 
Ex-Nevada Senator sentenced for campaign fund fraud

NEVADA – Associated Press – by Ken Ritter -- July 18, 2019

Las Vegas - A former top Nevada lawmaker was sentenced to more than two years in federal prison and fined almost $250,000 for misusing campaign funds to pay personal bills and open a downtown Las Vegas nightclub where he hosted political fundraisers.


Ex-Senate Majority Leader Kelvin Atkinson told U.S. District Judge James Mahan in Las Vegas he was embarrassed, and called his fall from grace after 17 years in elected office “regrettable” and “unfortunate.”


“I have spent a long time building my life up to be the person I am today.  The fall has been quite daunting,” Atkinson said, as he stood with his attorney Richard Wright backed by more than 25 supporters in the courtroom a gallery.


“This is an unhappy day,” Mahan responded after Wright acknowledged that Atkinson co-mingled, misappropriated, embezzled, stole and improperly used at least $195,000 in contributions while he was in the state Assembly and Senate.

Atkinson, 50, of North Las Vegas, served 10 years in the Assembly before being elected to the Senate in 2012.


Atkinson tearfully resigned from the Senate in March and pleaded guilty less than a week later to federal wire fraud.

U.S. Attorney Nicholas Trutanich said poor record keeping kept the FBI from determining how the more than $1.1 million Atkinson reported receiving in campaign contributions from 2010 to 2017 was spent.  But he said investigators found a discrepancy of more than $450,000.


Court documents said he used $75,000 in campaign money to open and operate the nightclub, $20,000 to lease a Jaguar SUV, $8,600 to repay a personal loan, and at least $100,000 to pay off credit card charges. 

With more than 800 political contributors, the judge said it was not practical to order restitution and repayment.


Wright argued in court filings that Atkinson didn’t deserve prison time because he accepted responsibility for his crimes, agreed to pay a fine, lost the lease on his nightclub and “now bears the stigma of a felony conviction.”


“The vast majority of public officials serve with honesty,” Trutanich said outside court.  “But if they lose their way, federal prosecutors stand ready to see that justice is done.”
North Dakota focuses on ethics

NORTH DAKOTA – U.S. News & World Report – by Cinnamon Janzer – July 12, 2019


Bismarck – While many states foundered economically after the 2008 housing crash and subsequent recession, North Dakota and its 760,000 people instead saw the fracking-fueled Bakken oil boom explode.  

Along with it came people from all over the country looking for work, record-breaking tax collections, an increase in prostitution and crime, and oil industry interest and investment in the state's politics.

As the culture in the Peace Garden State began to shift, so did its political optics.  In February 2018, Gov. Doug Burgum and his wife took a Super Bowl trip funded by Xcel Energy (which he later paid back), and Rep. Jim Kasper, Fargo, took multiple trips involving the internet gambling industry in 2005.  In response, a coalition of citizens pushed for an ethics commission.


Fast-forward to 2018, when voters passed Measure 1, amending the North Dakota Constitution to add Article 14, which required the Legislature to pass laws to regulate funding disclosures and established an ethics commission designed to "support open, ethical, and accountable government" among other responsibilities.


The commission is being formulated this summer, and its creation hasn't been without controversy.  Experts have concerns about how effective the commission will be, largely due to changes in the legislation that established it.  For example, lobbyists are allowed to serve on the panel, and several have applied.


Rep. Corey Mock, Grand Forks, who has been trying to introduce ethics legislation since 2011, is unsatisfied with the legislation after the House and Senate bills were incorporated into the final product.  "I wish it never would have come to an initiated measure" – one created by citizens through signatures rather than introduced by legislators.  "I wish the Legislature would have handled this or taken it up the first time we brought it forward," he says. 


"Changes in North Dakota have occurred since three things happened at the same time," said Ellen Chafee, one of the initiators of the ethics measure.  “The financial crash of 2008, the oil boom and (the passing of) Citizens United – a Supreme Court decision that established political spending, even on the part of corporations, as free speech.”

"So, new people, the growth of the population and the incursion of strangers, and the high-stakes impact of government" have changed what life looks like in North Dakota, she said.


The Bakken oil boom was a significant agent of that change, some say.  Many North Dakotans found the boom to be "an assault on their communities and the places they love," the Guardian reported in 2012.  "The anger some North Dakotans feel toward the oil and gas industry is fueled by the feeling that the situation is totally out of their control.  In many instances, people say, the oil companies haven't been invited to drill – they've just invaded."


"North Dakota has definitely changed in a lot of ways over the last decade or so.  Western North Dakota, for example, is almost unrecognizable to anyone who grew up there and moved away a generation ago," Mock said

The significance of the selection committee's choices for the panel isn't lost on residents.

"The ethics commission needs to be a cross section of the people in our state," says Bismarck's Carl Young.  "It should have an equal mix across gender lines; there should be representation from the Native American population.


"In addition, the makeup of the commission should not be solely those people from the good ol' boy network.  If the first commission is made up of people who are solely friends of the people who picked the commission, they will set the tone for all future versions of the commission."
Tennessee lawmaker says he rejected House Speaker's effort to 'buy' his vote on vouchers legislation

TENNESSEE – NewsChannel 5 – by Phil Williams -- Jul 22, 2019


Nashville -- A veteran Tennessee state representative says he rejected an effort by House Speaker Glen Casada to "buy" his vote on the controversial school vouchers legislation proposed by Gov. Bill Lee.


Rep. John Mark Windle, Livingston, confirmed information obtained by NewsChannel 5 Investigates that another lawmaker had overheard Casada suggesting that - in exchange for his vote - Windle could promoted to the rank of general in the Tennessee National Guard.


Windle, an Iraq war veteran, currently serves a colonel.  "In response to your question, your characterization of the conversation is correct," Windle said in a written statement.


"I voted against the bill as a matter of principle, and that vote decision did not change.  The people of Fentress, Jackson, Morgan, and Overton counties are fiercely independent, and their vote is not for sale."


Windle said that, "after the vote, as a former prosecutor, I sought the guidance of Tennessee ethics authorities and followed their recommendations."

Lee's controversial voucher program, dubbed Education Savings Accounts, narrowly passed the state House on April 23rd on a 50-48 vote - after the initial vote was tied at 49-49. 


Casada left the vote open for 38 minutes while he summoned various lawmakers, including Windle, to an outside balcony behind the speaker's podium in an attempt to convince a "no" vote to switch to "yes."


Ultimately, Rep. Jason Zachary, Knoxville, agreed to vote for the bill after Casada and Lee agreed to exempt Knox County from the legislation.


Zachary later denied that he was offered anything improper for his vote.


Sunday morning, Casada posted a statement on his Facebook page denying that he "promised" Windle a promotion for his vote.


"The Office of the Speaker does not have the authority to hire or promote persons in the Executive Branch.  That power belongs solely to the Governor," Casada wrote.

However, at least one key member of Lee's administration was on the balcony during Casada's attempt to wrangle votes, and NewsChannel 5 has learned that Windle was put on the phone with the governor at least twice during the discussions.


There is no hint that Lee himself personally promised a promotion to Windle.


Still, veteran Nashville lawyer Gary Blackburn, who has prosecuted and defended public corruption cases, said that potentially offering to promote a lawmaker to general in the National Guard -- in exchange for his vote -- should set off alarm bells.


"It crosses the line when there is something of value offered for a person to exercise his official authority," Blackburn said.


"There's a big difference between being a general and being a colonel - in terms of your personal prestige, pay, benefits.  It would seem to me that would be right on the right line."
Officials may eye four areas in campaign finance probe of Speaker Casada

TENNESSEE -- Nashville Tennessean – by Joel Ebert -- July 23, 2019

With state officials expected to open an inquiry into House Speaker Glen Casada’s campaign finances, the embattled Williamson County legislator could face significant scrutiny for how he’s spent donors’ money in recent years.  Casada is set to resign as House Speaker on Aug. 2.

Casada, who controls a political action committee as well as his personal campaign committee, has more than $560,000 at his disposal.

In the last two years, he’s raised more than $600,000 and spent $445,000 out of the two campaign committees.

He’s used campaign money to cover items ranging from travel to a membership at a private club with a restaurant.

Here’s a look at what the Registry of Election Finance could examine as it starts its probe into Casada's campaign money.

Political action committee

In 2006, Casada started a political action committee. Dubbed Cas-PAC, the committee gave campaign contributions to various candidates. His disclosures show he did not spend any money on food or beverages, travel, staff or research.

By 2008, when Casada wrote an $11,500 check to his House Caucus, he also spent money on consulting.  Then in 2009, Casada reported spending money on receptions with $480 at the Crescent Club in Memphis and $50 at The Palm restaurant in Nashville.

It wasn’t until 2010, when he went to an Applebees in Tullahoma, that Casada’s PAC reported spending his campaign money on food and beverages.

There were a handful of similar expenditures after that, including at an Italian restaurant in Franklin in 2012 and Jimmy John's in 2014, before Casada’s food and beverage expenditures boomed in 2016.

That year, Casada’s campaign finance records dramatically changed.

In the decade before, Casada seldom reported unitemized expenditures - purchases of less than $100 that require significantly less details.  But starting in 2016, he began liberally reporting unitemized expenditures for food and beverages.

Casada’s PAC had nearly $11,000 in unitemized expenditures, including $8,400 on food and drinks.  Among the items, Casada spent $280 at a Nashville cocktail bar that offers burlesque three nights a week.

When the registry audited Rep. Harold Love, Nashville, earlier this year, the agency highlighted several instances where the Nashville legislator spent campaign money on his personal food and admonished him for the spending.

While lawmakers are prohibited from using money in their personal campaign accounts for personal expenditures, including meals, PACs face no such limits.  That means Casada’s unitemized expenditures are legal, including a meal at the Party Fowl restaurant with his former chief of staff, Cade Cothren.  During the meal, Cothren went into a bathroom to have sex with a woman then came back to the table and boasted to Casada about the escapade.

But a probe into his PAC could further highlight the loophole in state law that allows personal expenses.

The Standard

Riddled throughout Casada’s campaign finances reports are expenditures at The Standard, a Nashville-based restaurant that has a members-only club and a political action committee.

In the past, the club has hosted boxers for a “gentlemen’s brawl” and a discussion about Islam led by a hate group.  Established in 2009, The Standard was frequented by lawmakers, who used campaign money to pay for their food and drinks.

Among them is Casada, who has spent roughly $20,000 at the restaurant.

Casada’s first payment to The Standard from his PAC came in October 2014, when he paid $3,000 for “dues/subscriptions.”  Since then, he had his PAC cover meals ranging from $47 to $1,000. He’s also paid $275 a month to cover his membership to the club.

Since 2014, The Standard’s PAC has given $34,500 to Casada. The vast majority of the restaurant's donations to Casada have been to Cas-PAC. 

The Standard faced scrutiny in recent years after a Tennessean investigation highlighted an unusual circle of payments between the restaurant’s PAC and public officials, including Casada.

Campaign finance disclosures showed the restaurant’s PAC making donations to candidates, including Sen. Brian Kelsey, Germantown, for the same amount of money the candidates also gave to The Standard.

The contributions to Kelsey attracted scrutiny, including a complaint being filed with the Federal Election Commission.

Travel

Casada’s campaign disclosures also list several out-of-state expenditures he made while traveling, ranging from lodging and conference registrations to meals and transportation.

On paper, the payments largely appear to be for legitimate purposes.  But an audit of the expenses could determine if Casada had been using money in a similar way to expelled Rep. Jeremy Durham, a former Williamson County legislator who Casada mentored. 

A campaign finance audit of Durham, who was expelled from the legislature in 2016, found he paid for his wife’s flight to an out-of-state conference, which is prohibited.

Campaign work

Casada’s campaign disclosures have several payments to campaign-related businesses. Casada has spent years bolstering his legislative colleagues’ efforts through campaign donations, political mail and polling.

As such, he’s made payments to several political businesses.

They include Red Ivory Strategies, which is owned by Michael Lotfi, a political operative Casada hired as a state employee earlier this year.  Casada gave Lotfi a unique work arrangement that allowed him to work outside the legislature in a way that has led some to speculate he had a "no-show job."  Lotfi, who has resigned, has denied such claims.

Casada also made payments to several other political companies including Right Way Marketing, which is co-owned by Reps. Timothy Hill and Matthew Hill.  

He has also paid dozens of employees for campaign work over the years.   Although payments for campaign purposes are not illegal, an audit could provide a closer look at the operations of such activities. 
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