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Lobbying spending in Kentucky continues to hit all-time highs, as a record $5.02 million was spent in the first two months of the 30-day, odd-year session of the General Assembly.  That’s eight percent more than the amount spent during the same period in 2017, the most recent short session.

The robust lobbying spending follows last year’s record $23.17 million, spent by lobbying groups pursuing their interests with the General Assembly.  

In the 25 years since the first full year of reporting, annual lobbying spending has increased 258%, easily outpacing inflation, and showing the growing emphasis that businesses and organizations place on having a lobbying presence in the State Capitol.  

There are 741 employer businesses and organizations lobbying the General Assembly, with 624 lobbyists working for those employers.


So far in 2019, the top-spending lobbying organization is the Kentucky Chamber of Commerce, which has spent $76,968, down about $11,000 from the same period in 2017.  However, other top-spending groups all boosted their spending over the last odd-year session.

For example, the second-leading spender Altria (Philip Morris) spent $69,641 in the first part of 2019, an 18% increase from 2017; Kentucky Hospital Association’s spending ($69,615) is up 28% from two years ago; Kentucky Bankers Association ($59,990) has spent 40% more this year working for a bill that could save banks $56 million a year in taxes; and Greater Louisville, Inc. ($42,470) has spent 25% more than in 2017.

The rest of the top 10 spenders are: National Council of State Boards of Nursing ($38,611, including $24,600 on advertising), which came back to Kentucky after a two-year absence to lobby for a bill allowing advanced practice registered nurses to prescribe controlled substances; Kentucky League of Cities ($38,119); Everytown for Gun Safety Action Fund ($38,096, including $18,200 on advertising); Kentucky Association of Electric Cooperatives ($35,574), up 27% from 2017; and Kentucky Retail Federation ($36,100).

Other on the top 20 list include: Kentucky Justice Association ($34,415); Johnson & Johnson ($31,500); Kentucky Farm Bureau Federation ($30,812);  Kentucky Medical Association ($30,112); Kentucky Credit Union League ($29,263); Humana ($27,514); CSX Corporation ($26,117); Kentucky Education Association ($25,913); Home Builders Association of Kentucky ($25,657); and Anthem, Inc. and Its Affiliates ($25,339).

Final spending reports for the 2019 General Assembly are due by the close of business on Monday, April 15.  Following that, a report is due by May 15, then September 15.
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Lobbying employers which have recently registered to lobby include:  American Kennel Club; Astellas Pharma US; Financial Services Institute; Foundation for Individual Rights in Education; Home School Legal Defense Association; Kentucky Advocates for Representation Excellence; Magna Services of America; and Recurrent Energy, LLC.

Employers which have recently terminated their lobbying registrations include:  
180Skills, LLC; DXC Technology Co.; Edison Electric Institute; Emerald Energy and Exploration Land Co.; Kentucky Society of Interventional Pain Physicians; Kologik; Synergy Diagnostic Laboratory; Universal Health Services, Inc.

Additionally, three professional sports organizations that were lobbying for sports gambling terminated their lobbying activity at the end of February.   Those are:  Major League Baseball; National Basketball Association; and PGA Tour, Inc.




AT&T peels off layer of political spending secrecy — thanks to investors and the Michael Cohen fiasco

NATIONAL – Dallas News – by David S. Rauf – March 20, 2019


AT&T is bowing to shareholders calling for more transparency about the company's political spending, agreeing to disclose millions of dollars in previously untraceable contributions after last year's embarrassment over payments to President Donald Trump's former lawyer Michael Cohen.


For the first time, AT&T is divulging some contributions to outside groups that keep their donors secret, providing a fuller, if still incomplete, picture of the Dallas-based telecom giant's vast spending on state and federal politics.  A new report released by the company details payments totaling about $4.2 million to industry groups and think tanks that was used for lobbying during a portion of last year.


The disclosure is the product of a years-long shareholder campaign and allows AT&T to avoid a proxy fight at its April 26 annual shareholder meeting.  For the past five years, AT&T had advised investors to vote against nonbinding proposals asking for a report on lobby payments to outside groups.

In regulatory filings, the company said it already made legally required information about its political activity available and called the proposals an "unnecessary line-item disclosure."

But AT&T's calculation was different this time — fresh off a public relations fiasco involving payments to a shell company Cohen also used for funneling hush money to porn actress Stormy Daniels, who alleged an affair with the president.  Cohen is preparing to serve a three-year prison sentence for various crimes, which include violating campaign finance law.


The scrutiny that followed the Cohen revelation led AT&T chief executive Randall Stephenson to admit in an internal memo that his hiring as a political consultant was a "big mistake."  Stephenson also ousted the company's top Washington lobbyist, Bob Quinn, who oversaw the hiring of Cohen.


The new disclosures are now likely to place the company on a short list of some of the most transparent corporate giants active in the political arena, according to a Washington, D.C.-based nonprofit that tracks political spending transparency.


In a recently released report covering the first six months of 2018, AT&T includes payments used for lobbying to more than 40 outside groups, including two - Broadband for America and the Taxpayer Protection Alliance - that have been subpoenaed by the New York Attorney General as part of an ongoing investigation into millions of fake public comments on the FCC's net neutrality proposal.


The $4.2 million doled out from January to June 2018 comes on top of already traceable money the company spent last year for its own army of lobbyists. In Washington, AT&T spent nearly $16 million last year, according to federal disclosure forms, ranking it among the top corporate influence operations in Washington.


And in Texas, where the company's lobby contracts are valued at up to $6.2 million for the 2019 legislative session, no corporation has a bigger presence in the halls of the Texas Capitol, according to state data.  Major corporations like AT&T can pay teams of lawyers, consultants, public relations pros, and academics to do the company's bidding behind the scenes, and none of that spending is disclosed publicly.
Ex-Arkansas state senator fined by Ethics Commission 

ARKANSAS -- The Associated Press -- March 16, 2019


Little Rock -- A federally indicted former Arkansas state senator is being fined by the state Ethics Commission.


Commission Director Graham Sloan told the Arkansas Democrat-Gazette the commission voted 3-0 to fine former Sen. Jeremy Hutchinson $11,000.


Sloan said Hutchinson was found to have used campaign funds as personal income, failed to report some campaign contributions and expenditures and failed to file campaign contribution and expense reports during 2016 and 2017.

AdChoices

Hutchinson resigned in August and later pleaded not guilty to 12 federal charges of wire fraud and filing false tax returns for allegedly using campaign money for personal expenses.

California lawmakers accepted $810,000 in gifts & overseas trips in 2018

CALIFORNIA – San Diego Union-Tribune -- by Patrick McGreevy and Taryn Luna – March 5, 2019Irene Lechowitzky
The beaches of Maui are a popular destination for California lawmakers.


Sacramento -- California lawmakers were showered with more than $810,000 in gifts last year, many from powerful interest groups lobbying the state who handed out concert and professional sports tickets, spa treatments, gourmet dinners and trips to a dozen countries, new state reports show.


The annual economic disclosure reports shed light on how state legislators can augment their annual $110,459 salaries with gifts that allow them to travel the world, often in the company of corporate executives seeking to influence their decisions in the Legislature.


The legislators reported accepting travel expenses for trips to China, Poland, South Korea, Japan, Chile, India, Spain, Germany, Israel, Mexico, El Salvador and the Netherlands.  Closer to home, they also flew to New Orleans, Las Vegas, Aspen, Colo., New York, and Maui.  Many of the trips were billed as study or trade missions, while others involved speeches and panel discussions given by the lawmaker who reported the gift.


“The truth is the vast majority of gifts and trips are given because the gift givers want something in return,” said Rey Lopez-Calderon, executive director of California Common Cause, a government watchdog organization.  “It's not just a question of the gift giver wanting something in return, but that the public could infer that even if it's not true. There is potential for the public's faith in government to be undermined.”


While some gifts are made through nonprofit organizations, others are paid for directly by interest groups.


Former Assemblyman Dante Acosta, Santa Clarita, reported accepting a luxury box seat worth $615 to watch the Los Angeles Dodgers play the Boston Red Sox in the World Series from a group called Communities for California Cardrooms, whose board of directors is made up of casino operators.

Assemblyman Evan Low, Campbell, accepted a $238 ticket from AT&T to a Katy Perry concert.  And Assemblyman Brian Dahle, Bieber, reported gifts including tickets worth $882 to Disney on Ice paid for by the California Building Industry Association and the California Correctional Peace Officers Association.

Other lawmakers were treated to a weekend at the golf resort in Pebble Beach, Calif., on the dime of the Association of California Life and Health Insurance Companies, while the California Charter Schools Association paid expenses for 19 lawmakers it invited to attend a symposium in La Jolla.  

The lawmakers who received the most gifts in the two houses were state Sen. Scott Wiener, San Francisco, who accepted $59,000 in travel, meals and other gifts, and Assemblyman Mike Gipson, Carson, whose tally was $41,400.

Wiener’s trips included a $14,798 study trip for 10 days to Japan paid by the Japanese government, a $12,138 trip over 11 days to the Netherlands to examine flood management and infrastructure, and an $11,330 trip over two weeks to Chile to discuss clean energy and emergency preparedness.


Gipson was among several other lawmakers who also were part of the legislative delegation to Chile and the Netherlands.


The latter two trips were paid for by the California Foundation on the Environment and the Economy, a nonprofit group partly financed by the oil and telecommunications industries and construction labor groups.  The organization’s board of directors includes executives from PG&E, Southern California Edison, Shell Energy North America, Western States Petroleum Association, AT&T, Comcast and Health Net Inc.

Wiener noted that the foreign trips he took were not paid for by taxpayers.  He said he learned about energy and water issues on his travels to Chile and the Netherlands.  In Japan, he gathered information on issues including housing and high-speed rail.

There have been legislative attempts in the past to restrict many gifts, including tickets to concerts and amusement parks.  But the last bill was vetoed in 2014 by Gov. Jerry Brown, who said disclosure is sufficient.
Big donors will shower Florida lawmakers with cash, then push their agendas

FLORIDA -- Orlando Sentinel -- Gray Rohrer – March 4, 2019 

Tallahassee -- In an annual Tallahassee tradition, a spree of fundraising events will take place on Adams Street, next door to the Capitol, as special interests race to pad lawmakers’ political committees with cash before the start of the legislative session the next day.


Legislators are prohibited from receiving donations during the 60-day session, but when the session starts, those interests will ask those same lawmakers to pass or kill bills, put money in the budget for a special project, steer a state contract their way, or find a way to ease important regulations. 


Those millions of dollars in donations help drive a largely hidden agenda that goes beyond the big issues lawmakers must decide each year.


Despite a set of campaign finance reforms passed in 2013, donors can still give large sums and then see their interests advanced by lawmakers.  And the money often flows through many committees before being transformed into an ad or a mailer, making it harder to track.


“It’s people trying to get influence,” said Rep. Evan Jenne, Dania Beach.  “Going into session, it’s a lot easier – just the way the human brain works – it’s a lot easier to remember who gave you that last set of checks.’’

Here are some industries’ campaign donations to campaigns controlled by or benefitting top legislative leaders of both major parties, and a glimpse at what they are pushing for this year in Tallahassee.  The numbers came from campaign finance reports filed with the state.
Disney-Universal


Since 2015, Florida’s top two theme park giants, Disney and Universal, have given more than $4.5 million to campaign committees controlled by legislative leaders and the major political parties.


Senate President Bill Galvano received $325,000 for his Innovate Florida committee from Disney from 2015 through 2018, and $20,000 from NBCUniversal and its parent company, Comcast.  Disney gave a total of $2.7 million to the two political parties in that time span; while Universal gave the parties $512,500.


Comparatively little - $5,000 from Comcast and NBCUniversal - was given to the committee controlled by House Speaker Jose Oliva, reflecting the House’s hard push the past two years against tourism advertising subsidies.


In 2017, the tourism industry and Gov. Rick Scott teamed up to thwart an attempt by House Speaker Richard Corcoran to neuter Visit Florida, the state’s tourism advertising group.  Corcoran argued the $76 million a year it gets in taxpayer money was a form of “corporate welfare.”


construction funding scandal, which a Politico report Wednesday indicated could grow to snare four other schools.

The remarks by state Rep. Randy Fine and Rep. Tom Leek were...

This year, Visit Florida’s existence is scheduled to expire Oct. 1 if lawmakers don’t pass a law extending it.  Oliva isn’t keen on passing such a law, but Sen. Joe Gruters, Sarasota, is sponsoring a measure to make Visit Florida a permanent fixture.


Helping them in the fight will be trade groups such as the Florida Chamber of Commerce and the Florida Restaurant and Lodging Association (FRLA).


Political committees associated with the Chamber gave $678,500 to committees run by Oliva, Galvano and Gov. DeSantis since 2015.  FRLA gave $10,000 to Galvano and $37,500 to a legislative campaign committee run by state Sen. Gary Farmer to aid Senate campaigns.


In addition to cash, both amusement park giants offer in-kind donations to candidates in both parties, giving free passes, food, drinks and other expenses for fundraisers and get-togethers. Disney has given more than $2.8 million to the parties since 2005; Universal has given $1.7 million to both parties in the past 10 years.


Top legislative leaders hold an annual fundraiser at Universal Studios before the legislative session each year.  This year’s event took place Feb. 9, with a VIP tour of the parks and dinner at City Walk, according to Florida Politics. 


Four days after the event, a bill backed by Universal to allow beer companies to advertise within theme parks came up in a House committee. Though beer distributors are against the bill and are also big donors to the main committees, it passed by an 8-7 vote.
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Water full of algae laps along the Sewell's Point shore on the St. Lucie River under an Ocean Boulevard bridge.

Utilities


Florida’s largest utility companies are among the biggest donors to committees controlled by legislative leaders and the major parties. 

Florida Power & Light, Gulf Power, Duke Energy and Tampa Electric Co. gave nearly $6.3 million to the state parties, and committees led by Oliva and Galvano since 2015.


The companies have lobbied lawmakers to pass bills to make it more difficult for homeowners to install rooftop solar.

This year, according to the House’s lobbyist registry, lobbyists for FPL have signed up to lobby against SB 222, a measure filed by Sen. Jose Javier Rodriguez, Miami, that would allow solar panel owners to sell excess power to other tenants and homeowners. 
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Tobacco industry will fight to keep smoking age at 18,

Tobacco


In recent years, taking money from the major tobacco firms became taboo as the industry shelled out billions of dollars in settlements from 1990s lawsuits they lost after lying about the deadly damage their product caused.


But that stigma has largely worn off, at least with Florida politicians.


From 2000 through 2018, three major tobacco companies – Altria (formerly Phillip Morris), RAI Services (also known as RJ Reynolds) and Dosal Tobacco – have given committees controlled by top politicians more than $6.7 million.  Nearly $2.7 million of that came since 2015.

This year the companies will fight to block a bill that would raise the minimum age to purchase tobacco from 18 to 21.  Similar bills the past two years weren’t heard in committee either.


In 2017, the companies fought off attempts to increase the amount of the bonds they would be required to pay while appealing the thousands of individual lawsuits that remain in the court system.  Facing a $4.7 billion judgment, lawmakers capped the amount of the bond at $200 million.


The companies have also thwarted efforts to raise taxes on tobacco sales. The bills have never received a hearing.

Prosecutors in Chicago to drop charges against former U.S. Rep. Aaron Schock if he pays back IRS, campaign 

ILLINOIS – Chicago Tribune – by Jason Meisner – March 6, 2019

In a surprise move for a high-profile public corruption case, federal prosecutors in Chicago agreed to drop all charges against former U.S. Rep. Aaron Schock if he pays back money he owes to the Internal Revenue Service and his campaign fund.

The deal, known as a deferred prosecution agreement, was announced during what was supposed to be a routine status hearing for Schock before U.S. District Judge Matthew Kennelly.

According to the agreement, Schock, 37, must pay $42,000 to the IRS and $68,000 to his congressional campaign fund. If he does so - and stays out of any new trouble - prosecutors would drop all felony counts against Schock, leaving him with a clean record.

As part of the deal, Schock’s campaign committee, Schock for Congress, pleaded guilty to a misdemeanor count of failing to properly report expenses.

Kennelly approved the plea deal after prosecutors said they had taken a fresh look at the charges and decided this would be a “fair and just” outcome, especially given that Schock has no criminal record and resigned from public office.

Schock, once considered a rising star in politics, resigned in 2015 amid the federal investigation into his use of his campaign funds and House allowance to pay personal expenses ranging from an extravagant remodeling of his Washington office inspired by the British television series “Downton Abbey” to flying on a private plane to attend a Chicago Bears game.  He was charged in a 24-count indictment with wire fraud, mail fraud, theft of government funds, making false statements, filing false reports with federal election officials and filing false tax returns. Schock was scheduled to go to trial June 10 in federal court in Chicago. 
White Linen restaurant bans lawmakers, lobbyists after altercation
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KANSAS – Topeka Capital-Journal -- by Sherman Smith -- March 8, 2019 


The owner of a downtown Topeka restaurant says he banned a group of high-ranking Kansas House members and Statehouse lobbyists for being disrespectful to staff and other patrons while dining at the business.


White Linen’s manager and owner describe a boisterous scene that intensified in response to directives to the 12-person crowd to be quiet and the manager’s decision to cut off the flow of alcohol to Rep. Blaine Finch, Ottawa, the speaker pro tem.


The altercation at the fine dining restaurant, which is two blocks north of the Statehouse, unfolded in the early evening hours of Feb. 27 after lawmakers wrapped up business for the first half of the legislative session.


“They showed up and just started drinking and drinking and drinking,” said White Linen owner Adam VanDonge.


He said Finch was served five old fashioneds in a 90-minute span.  Also in the group were House Speaker Ron Ryckman, Olathe, Rep. Susan Concannon, Beloit, and lobbyists Dan Murray and Rachelle Colombo.

White Linen’s manager, Cassidy Merriman, said she made an exception when she allowed the large group to dine that night.  The restaurant only seats 25 and appeals to those seeking a quiet date night or anniversary celebration.  Parties larger than six typically aren’t accepted.


Merriman said the group was rowdy enough to upset those dining at other tables.  One pair who left told Merriman they couldn’t hear each other speak.  Merriman asked the group to lower their voices.  After she left the dining area, a server reported to her that a person in the group was obviously drunk and giving a toast to everyone in the restaurant.

The manager, who has 10 years of experience in food service, said she asked Finch to step into the hall.  She told him the toast was inappropriate and explained she wasn’t going to serve him any more alcohol for a while.  She encouraged him to drink some water.


In the hallway, she said, Finch was polite.  Back at the table, the mood turned.  The servers could hear members of the large dining party cursing.  A person with the party went into the kitchen and began yelling at the sous chef.


Merriman called owner VanDonge, who was at home.  VanDonge arrived as the group was leaving and confronted the lawmakers and lobbyists. They accused Merriman of being rude, VanDonge said, but “everyone knows she is not like that.”


“They were dropping ‘F bombs’,” VanDonge said, and they disputed whether liquor laws applied to the situation.  Someone else asked, “Do you know who this guy is?”


“I’m just like, ‘I don’t care’,” VanDonge said.

He told them they were banned from returning.  Finch declined to explain what happened that night.  “I’m not aware of anything happening,” he said.
Former state Sen. Atkinson pleads guilty, used $250K in campaign funds for SUV, night club

NEVADA -- Reno Gazette Journal – by James DeHaven -- March 11, 2019 


Former state Senate Majority Leader Kelvin Atkinson pleaded guilty to wire fraud after admitting to taking about $250,000 in campaign funds for personal expenses, including leasing a luxury SUV and opening a Las Vegas nightclub.


Atkinson pleaded guilty in U.S. federal court in Las Vegas, shortly after the case against him was unsealed.


The North Las Vegas legislator’s plea was part of a deal with prosecutors, who say Atkinson filed false campaign reports, co-mingled his personal money and campaign donations in his campaign fundraising account over eight years, and had about $450,000 in expenses that weren’t disclosed on his campaign finance reports. 


U.S. Attorney for Nevada Nicholas Trutanich said poor record keeping made it hard to determine exactly how all the money from 2010 through 2018 was spent, but at least $249,900 was spent for personal uses.


According to court documents, Atkinson spent $75,000 of the campaign donations to open and operate the Urban Lounge nightclub in downtown Las Vegas, where he often hosted political fundraisers.  He also spent $20,000 to lease a Jaguar SUV, $8,600 to repay a personal loan and at least $100,000 to pay off credit card charges.


Atkinson, who tearfully resigned on the floor of the state Senate last week, declined to comment after his court hearing.


The investigation started several years ago when the Nevada Secretary of State’s office, which oversees state campaign finance reports, referred the case to the FBI, he said.  Trutanich said that while the tip came in several years ago, the case didn’t come to a head until 2019 because fraud schemes rely heavily on documents and take time to uncover.


“Theft of any kind is unacceptable.  But theft of campaign contributions from a sitting public official is particularly troubling,” Trutanich said.  “When a candidate diverts campaign money from its intended purposes to line his own pockets, a donor’s confidence in our democratic process is undermined.”  The charge Atkinson pleaded to comes with a maximum sentence of 20 years in prison.  But under the deal with prosecutors, he’s expected to face up to 33 months behind bars.  
Former Assemblyman Joseph Errigo and lobbyist Robert Scott Gaddy indicted in bribery plot

NEW YORK -- Rochester Democrat & Chronicle – by G. Craig & 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.democratandchronicle.com/staff/3043/david-andreatta/" David Andreatta -- February 4, 2019


A federal grand jury has indicted former area Assemblyman Joseph Errigo and a lobbyist, Robert Scott Gaddy, accusing the pair of engaging in a bribery scheme.


The indictment was unsealed in federal court during what was to be a routine appearance for Gaddy.  The 49-year-old Albany resident with strong political ties to Rochester was arrested in November on charges similar to those in the indictment.


Errigo, who was arrested in October, was not in attendance and attempts to reach his lawyer were unsuccessful.


Both were charged with conspiracy, bribery, wire fraud, and using an interstate commerce facility - namely cellphones and the internet - to carry out illegal activity.  Gaddy was additionally charged with agreeing to pay a bribe and paying a bribe.


Maximum penalties for each charge range from five to 20 years in prison, depending on the charge, and a $250,000 fine. 


The scheme, according to authorities, was a ruse concocted by the FBI to ferret out corruption, and involved a confidential informant approaching Gaddy with a bribery opportunity involving the controversial Whole Foods supermarket proposal in Brighton.


The informant, identified by sources as former Monroe County Legislature staffer Joseph Rittler, pretended to represent deep-pocketed people opposed to the supermarket who were willing to pay $15,000 for legislation to stop it.


Gaddy and Errigo split about $10,500 in bribes and, in return, Errigo introduced legislation that could have impeded the project, according to the indictment.  The legislation made no headway in Albany and the FBI has acknowledged in court papers that the scheme was fabricated.
New York lawmakers open to campaign finance reforms and limiting influence of big money

NEW YORK -- New York Daily News -- by Denis Slattery -- Mar 20, 2019


Lawmakers in the state Capitol say they’re ready to limit the influence of deep-pocketed donors and enact campaign finance reform.


A group of legislators led by Senate Elections Committee Chairman Sen. Zellnor Myrie, Brooklyn, hosted a hearing to discuss the proposals that would minimize outside influences and establish a small-donor public financing system for the state.


“This is a very critical time in our state.  We are going to be voting on and negotiating a budget that is going to have profound impacts in every area of the lives of New Yorkers," Myrie said.  “It is more pivotal now than ever to have everyday people speaking to the leaders of this state.”


Advocates have long called on the state to enact a matching donor system, similar to that used in the city for the past 30 years.


“We have a model system that has existed in New York City since 1988,” said Alex Camarda of good government group Reinvent Albany.  “It’s high time that Albany created a public financing system in New York State.  Only with a public financing system will the Legislature and the governor make decisions that are not perceived to be influenced by big donors.”


Gov. Cuomo called for campaign finance reform and changes to lobbying regulations in his initial budget proposal released earlier this year.  The governor’s small-donor public financing plan calls for a 6-to-1 match of donations of $175 or less with public money.  For each dollar contributed to a campaign, the candidate would receive six dollars in public funds.
Ex-NC lawmaker indicted in campaign finance probe

NORTH CAROLINA – WRAL (Associated Press) – by Gary Robertson – March 18, 2019 

Raleigh -- A former North Carolina state lawmaker was indicted on charges of filing false campaign statements and his ex-campaign treasurer faces a related charge.


A Mecklenburg County grand jury indicted ex-Rep. Rodney Moore on nine felony counts of filing false campaign statements, according to the county District Attorney's Office.  Tammy Neal, the former campaign treasurer, was indicted on one count of felony obstruction of justice.


The charges stem from a state investigation of Moore's campaign finance reports that uncovered unreported donations and expenses.


State Board of Elections investigators had disclosed evidence in October that they said showed Moore's committee failed to report more than $140,000 in campaign contributions and expenditures over several years.  They also said it appeared the campaign provided altered bank records when the board requested them.  The board at the time unanimously referred the case to the prosecutor.


Moore, 55, represented Mecklenburg County in the General Assembly beginning in 2011 but lost in a primary last year. 

A board news release said Moore knowingly certified under oath that false campaign finance reports were true.  Those counts were in connection with reports from 2011 to 2015.


A review of three bank accounts and campaign reports since 2010 determined $141,107 in campaign contributions or expenses had been undisclosed compared to $96,424 that had been disclosed, according to a presentation by board Executive Director Kim Strach.


The bank accounts showed over $25,000 in cash or ATM withdrawals, along with over $15,000 for other undetermined uses. The law generally limits individual campaign committee expenses to those incurred "resulting from holding public office."


The board began investigating following a regular audit of Moore's campaign records in 2017.  Such audits "detect those who try to use their campaign accounts as personal piggy banks," Strach said.  "We hope these prosecutions highlight the importance of accurate campaign finance disclosure.  Voters have a right to know how candidates are raising and spending campaign cash."

Lawmakers convicted of bribery, corruption or other crimes? New Pa. law would strip their pensions

PENNSYLVANIA -- Philly.com -- by Liz Navratil -- March 20, 2019 


Harrisburg -- Pennsylvania is poised to enact a law that would require more public officials convicted of crimes to forfeit their taxpayer-funded pensions.


The measure, which passed both the House and Senate overwhelmingly this week, is designed to close loopholes that allowed some former lawmakers to keep their five- or six-figure annual pensions, despite convictions on public corruption charges.

Pennsylvania law currently requires state officials to automatically forfeit their pensions if they are convicted of nearly two dozen specific state crimes or federal crimes that are substantially similar.  The new law would expand the list of crimes that prompt people to lose the perk to include felonies, other crimes that carry a prison sentence of more than five years, and many forms of conspiracy.


Gov. Tom Wolf said he was “eager” to sign the bill into law - likely the first he’ll be approving in 2019 - but also called on the General Assembly to continue pushing ethics reforms.


Philadelphia has had its share of felonious legislators. Former State Sen. Vince Fumo forfeited his six-figure state pension, minus his own contributions.  Former House Speaker John Perzel, on the other hand, received a lump sum pension payment of just under $204,000 before he pleaded guilty in the “Bonusgate" scandal, but stopped receiving annual $85,000 payments after sentencing.


More recently, four state representatives from Philadelphia — Michelle Brownlee, Harold James, Ronald Waters, and Louise Williams Bishop — were ensnared in a sting case that used an undercover operative to offer cash or gifts in exchange for official action.  They struck deals to keep their government pensions.  Each of them pleaded either guilty or no contest.


Former Rep. Vanessa Lowery Brown, however, fought the sting charges and lost her state pension when she was convicted last year.


Sen. John DiSanto, Dauphin, who introduced the new measure, has said he wanted to close a loophole that allowed former Sen. Robert Mellow to keep his $245,000 annual pension, despite serving a prison sentence on a federal corruption charge.


Mellow was convicted in federal court of conspiracy to commit mail fraud and to defraud the United States.  He lost his pension but won it back in 2017, when the board of the State Employees’ Retirement System narrowly decided to reinstate it on the ground that it did not closely enough mirror a state conviction that would trigger pension forfeiture.


Mellow is not the only lawmaker to keep his pension.


“For far too long, these criminal employees have exploited a loophole whereby they plead guilty to a non-pension forfeiture felony so they can keep a pension," DiSanto said on the Senate floor, just before the chamber gave the bill final passage.  He added, “Lawmakers who have violated the public trust should not receive lifetime benefits.”
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