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Due to the current COVID-19 pandemic and following guidance from federal, state, and local officials, the Commission halted in-person services at its Frankfort office as of Tuesday, March 17. Email notifications were made to legislators and staff, as well as lobbyists, and employers, and a notice was placed on the Commission’s website and office door.  

Legislators, staff, lobbyists, employers, and the public may continue to contact the office by phone at (502) 573-2863, by fax at (502) 573-2929, and via the email addresses listed on the staff page: https://klec.ky.gov/About-KLEC/Pages/Commission-Staff.aspx.

If you need to send the Commission copies of paperwork, please scan and email it to the emails as listed on the staff page, or fax to the number above. 

Thanks to the many lobbying entities who have honored our request to begin filing online, and those who have utilized this service for many years. If a lobbyist or employer is currently filing disclosures by paper and would like to file online, please email us and we can contact you with an ID and password. Please see the important notice below as well. 

If an entity needs to register as a lobbyist or employer, please email the required scanned paperwork to Donnita Crittenden or Lori Smither at the staff emails in the link above or fax them to (502) 573-2929. Blank forms may be found at https://klec.ky.gov/Forms/Pages/Get-Blank-Forms.aspx.

All provisions of the Code of Legislative Ethics are in force during this time. If there is a need for an opinion about the application of the Code to any particular ethical issue that may arise, please continue to contact us and we will answer your questions. 


The Code of Legislative Ethics requires all lobbyists and employers to file their updated registration statements on the 15th day of January, February, March, April, May, and September of each year. The updated registration statement is due on April 15, 2020, per KRS 6.807(3). All employers and lobbyists should go ahead and begin filing their statements ASAP. The Commission has sent every employer and lobbyist information on how to file online, or via email or fax. 

Due to the COVID-19 crisis, statements received after April 15 up to and including April 30, 2020 shall be considered timely filed if the filer emails a written explanation of the reason for delay to the Commission’s Executive Director, Laura Hendrix, at Laura.Hendrix@lrc.ky.gov by April 30, 2020.
 

In January and February 2020, organizations and lobbyists registered with the Commission spent $5.28 million to lobby the Kentucky General Assembly. There are 731 businesses and organizations lobbying the General Assembly, with 627 lobbyists working for those employers.

Lobbying spending for the past two months was led by the Kentucky Chamber of Commerce, which spent $97,790. Coming in second was Altria Client Services LLC (Philip Morris) with $65,768.

The other top 10 spenders were: Marsy’s Law for All ($55,977); Kentucky Education Association ($55,569); Kentucky Hospital Association ($49,554); Kentucky League of Cities ($49,393); Kentucky Justice Association ($46,328); Kentucky Farm Bureau ($39,600); ACLU ($38,948); and Kentucky Association of Electric Cooperatives ($38,103).

The rest of the spending top 20 are: Kentucky Medical Association ($37,754); Kentucky Downs ($34,108); Anthem ($34,067); Kentucky Bankers Association ($32,762); Wine & Spirits Wholesalers of KY ($32,368); Keeneland Association ($30,250); Kentucky Association of School Administrators ($28,849); LG & E and KU Energy ($28,165); Home Builders Association of Kentucky ($27,836); and FanDuel ($27,580). 

The Legislative Ethics Commission’s searchable register of lobbyists and employers is online at http://apps.klec.ky.gov/searchregister.asp.


Lobbying employers which have recently registered to lobby include: Anchorage Middletown Fire & EMS; Braxton Brewing Company; Change Healthcare; Confluent Health; Eip III Credit Company; Gannett/USA Today; Logan Economic Alliance-Development (LEAD); Mr. Salt-e; National Assn. of Social Workers KY Chapter; New Directions Housing Corporation; Ohio Valley Education Cooperative; Preventative Research Inst.; Recording Industry Assn. of America; Recurrent Energy; Secure Democracy; University of Louisville Health; Waterfront Development Corp; and Zalla Family Enterprises. 

An employer which has recently terminated its lobbying registrations includes:  Assurant Solutions. 
Training for Lobbyists and Employers on video
The Legislative Ethics Commission has a training video from one of our in-person lobbyist and employer trainings on the LRC Capitol Connection YouTube page, for viewing at any time. The link is on our website, and also on the LRC Capitol Connection page at   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ojKIWUNV8po&feature=youtu.be. The video walks through the online filing process in step-by-step detail.  Please call us with any questions!  
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Pandemic derails Illinois’ lobbying reform commission 
Illinois– The Center Square – by Greg Bishop -- March 31, 2020

Unable to meet during the COVID-19 pandemic, the Illinois Joint Commission on Ethics and Lobbying Reforms missed its deadline to provide recommendations to clean up some questionable practices in Springfield, but a member of the commission said it will get back to business.

The commission, made up of state lawmakers and members appointed by the offices of the Illinois governor, secretary of state and attorney general, was created in the fall amid a wide-ranging federal corruption probe that included allegations of bribery involving lawmakers, lobbyists and business leaders.

The commission held meetings throughout the first quarter of the year, but hasn't met since March 5. It missed a March 31 deadline to produce a report with recommendations. 

State Sen. Dan McConchie was appointed to the commission last year. He said the missed deadline was unfortunate. However, he said it was important for the commission to get the job done right. He said for those concerned Illinois’ ethics problems could lead to wasted resources during the pandemic, the Government Accountability and Transparency Act should cover that.

“There is concern that the governor could choose to, through the executive order, roll back those protections,” McConchie said. “It is my sincere hope that he does not do that because at this point in time especially with the kind of crunch that we are feeling not only in our economy but in our state budget that we need to make sure that everything is above board right now.”

McConchie said the federal investigations were still ongoing, but he said he wants lawmakers to retrain their focus on ethics and lobbying reforms when the pandemic subsides.

Madeleine Doubek, executive director of Change Illinois, said lawmakers held hearings about new regulations on who can lobby, economic disclosures and other issues regarding lobbying ethics, including making the legislative inspector general truly independent.

“That just defies common sense that you would have to get the approval of lawmakers to investigate lawmakers,” Doubek said. “That’s got to stop.” “None of these things are really new, that’s certainly true, but this commission wanted to be thorough,” she said. “Certainly it could have been done quicker.”

She said the COVID-19 pandemic stunted the commission’s work. “Which is unfortunate,” Doubek said. “So we need to get as many of us through this safely as we can and then we need to shine a light back onto this so that it doesn’t fall by the wayside entirely.” It’s unclear when lawmakers will return to Springfield or be able to hold hearings. On Tuesday, the governor extended his stay-at-home order through April 30.
States suspend legislatures without passing emergency coronavirus legislation. Could remote voting provide a fix?
The Intercept - by Lee Fang - March 19, 2020
State legislatures have been suspended around the country over concerns about spreading the novel coronavirus Covid-19.
The sudden disappearance of legislatures comes at a time when urgent lawmaking and public oversight is needed most, as many states grapple with how to proceed with elections, suspended civil liberties, emergency economic stimulus, and efforts to manage the unique burden expected on the healthcare system.
The unprecedented crisis already forced some legislatures to temporarily shift to remote operations. On Monday, legislators in Pennsylvania and Utah announced a move to remote sessions of the state legislature. Pennsylvania lawmakers intend to work from home while passing new laws to give Gov. Tom Wolf authority to grant a public health emergency, expand telemedicine, and lift the state requirement on 180-day instructional days for students.
“We’re researching what other legislatures did in the past, what the British Parliament did during the plague,” says Connecticut state Sen. Matt Lesser, one of the legislators studying the idea.
“As lawmakers fall sick, legislative sessions across the country are being cut short out of legitimate fear of the pandemic,” David Segal, executive director of Demand Progress and a former Rhode Island state representative, said in a statement.
“This crisis will only worsen,” added Segal. “It’s naive to assume that it will be possible to reconvene in a few weeks, so legislatures must make necessary changes to procedures now.”
Several state legislatures were evacuated in recent days to be disinfected, with some, including the Nebraska and Louisiana state legislature, potentially closed for weeks or longer. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention recommend that no gatherings of 50 or more people take place, while the Trump administration has advised as few as 10 people per room — constraints that could prevent the reconvening of many legislative bodies.
Lesser said he has convened calls with other state lawmakers grappling with the same problem, with many states further restricted by state constitutions that would need to be amended for remote voting to take place.
“Is it possible to have a legislative session that meets remotely? Can we use Zoom and DocuSign?” Lesser asked. “If that’s the case, can you have a full debate on issues, full public participation that works with public meeting laws, and what does that look like? We’re behind the curve on this.”
Several states have laws or state constitutions that require legislative business to be done in settings that are open to the public on public grounds, such as a state capitol building.
The Arizona Attorney General Mark Brnovich, responding to the coronavirus crisis, has issued new guidance for how government entities may meet remotely under the open meetings law. The guidelines call for online meetings to be posted with 24 hours of advance notice on an open platform, and for speakers to identify themselves before they speak as they address an online audience. Presentations and other documents must be posted on the internet.
Many have urged the transition to vote-by-mail elections, to curb the public health risks around in-person voting. Other state lawmakers have discussed urgent reforms around waiving student testing requirements this year given school closures and the need to oversee the influx of new Medicaid funding expected in the upcoming stimulus package from Congress.
Members of Congress could face similar concerns as the public health crisis grows. The average age of the U.S. Senate is 61, and much leadership of the House of Representatives is between the ages of 79 and 80, well within the ranges most vulnerable to Covid-19. Experts fear that the virus could incapacitate Congress when legislative oversight of the executive branch is needed most.
Already, two New York members of the state Assembly, and two members of the U.S. House of Representatives, Rep. Mario Diaz-Balart, and Rep. Ben McAdams have tested positive for Covid-19.
Last week, a coalition of government reform organizations circulated a letter to Capitol Hill leaders similarly calling for a short-term shift to “digital first” legislative approach that prioritizes “social distancing” recommended by the CDC while maintaining the functions of Congress.
“As both chambers admirably begin to implement steps toward telework for select staff,” notes the letter, “we encourage Congress to immediately begin working on ways that oversight and legislative work could be conducted online through existing commercial software and teleconference tools.”  The letter was signed by POPVOX, Taxpayers for Common Sense, Government Information Watch, Direct Democracy, Demand Progress Education Fund, Civic Impulse, and the International Association of Certified ISAOs, along with several academics.
Some voices in Congress, including Rep. Eric Swalwell have circulated telework ideas for years. And in the aftermath of the attacks on September 11, congressional leaders and prominent government experts formed the Continuity of Government Commission to study what would have happened if a terror strike had destroyed the capital, or if it killed enough lawmakers that the Senate lacked the constitutionally mandated quorum.
In response, Sen. John Cornyn and then-Sen. Russ Feingold sponsored a constitutional amendment to allow states to create expedited succession plans in the event of the sudden death or disappearance of members of the House of Representatives, on the recommendation of the commission. Other ideas included adding governors to the presidential line of succession and a new clause to the Constitution for a special election to replace the president. The commission recommended several fixes that were never acted upon.
The Coronavirus Crisis
But the remote Congress has gained new ground in recent days. Last week, Rep. Jerrold Nadler, a senior lawmaker, embraced the idea for electronic voting. On Wednesday, Rep. Katie Porter and Rep. Van Taylor circulated a letter demanding an urgent move towards Swalwell’s electronic voting idea. “During this national public health emergency,” they wrote, “remote voting is a key part of maintaining continuity of operations.”
Norm Ornstein, a resident scholar at the American Enterprise Institute, who was involved in the Continuity of Government Commission, has renewed the call for remote voting, claiming that secure software can be used for lawmakers to vote on legislation in emergency situations.
Even Rep. Steve King, an archconservative, voiced support for remote congressional work on Monday, speaking with News Talk 1540 KXEL.
“If this becomes too dangerous to move or fly, I could see it get to the point with a special focused exception, we might be able to do some voting on a controversial bill at a distance,” said King. “I don’t recommend it. I think we’d have to get in a really special circumstance because once you break that mold, everyone wants to stay home and vote from their living room, and that’s not what we’re hired to do.”
Leadership in both parties, however, have rejected calls for remote voting this week. “We’ll not be doing that,” Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell told reporters. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi has also opposed the idea.
** Editorial note- The Kentucky House of Representatives held a floor session on April 1, 2020, under new House Rules providing for voting via remote methods. ** 
National Conference of State Legislatures provides resources for Legislators and Staff regarding COVID-19  
Resources for State Legislators and Staff-
“The spread of the coronavirus continues to be a top concern and, while the federal government leads the national response to COVID-19, state lawmakers are taking extra steps to respond to and anticipate impacts of the virus.” Visit NCSL’s website ncsl.org for additional information.
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