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Kentucky lobbying spending is continuing at a record pace.  Recently-filed spending reports show that $9.43 million was spent on lobbying during the first four months of 2019, including a 30-day legislative session.  That total was nine percent higher than 2017, when $8.6 million was spent.

Even after numerous post-session terminations, 719 businesses and organizations are registered to lobby, with 552 lobbyists, tracking the national trend toward more state lobbying by businesses and interest groups, and more money spent to influence state-based policies.  

Nearing the mid-point of 2019, the top five lobbying spenders are: Kentucky Chamber of Commerce ($137,113); Altria/Philip Morris ($126,573); Kentucky Bankers Association ($119,980); National Council of State Boards of Nursing ($115,889); and Kentucky Hospital Association ($109,596).

The second half of the top ten spenders includes: Greater Louisville, Inc. ($75,240); Kentucky Credit Union League ($63,078); Kentucky Association of Electric Cooperatives ($62,444); Kentucky Retail Federation ($61,680); and Kentucky League of Cities ($59,261).


The rest of the top 20 spenders are: Kentucky Justice Association ($58,397); Humana ($55,048); Kentucky Farm Bureau Federation ($53,756); Anthem, Inc. ($53,589); Johnson & Johnson ($53,000); CSX Corporation ($52,134); Everytown for Gun Safety Action Fund ($51,688); Home Builders Association of Kentucky ($50,008); Kentucky Medical Association ($49,930); and Kentucky Downs LLC ($48,000).
New members appointed to Ethics Commission


Two former legislators were recently appointed to serve four-year terms on the Legislative Ethics Commission.


House Speaker David Osborne appointed former Rep. Alecia Webb-Edgington of Covington, and Senate President Robert Stivers appointed former Sen. Dan Kelly of Springfield to a full term after he’d served several months of an unexpired term.


Ms. Webb-Edgington is president of the Life Learning Center in Covington.  She served in the Kentucky House of Representatives from 2008 to 2012, and was a candidate for the U.S. House of Representatives in 2012.

Judge Kelly served 19 years in the Senate, including four years as Minority Leader and nine years as Majority Leader, before serving five years as a Circuit Court Judge. 


Other members of the Commission are:  Judge Tony Wilhoit, Chair; Sheldon Baugh; Pat Freibert; Tony Goetz; Phil Huddleston; Dave Nicholas; and Judge Paula Sherlock.
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Kentucky’s Code of Legislative Ethics applies to legislators, lobbyists, and employers of lobbyists who attend summer legislative conferences, or who sponsor events in conjunction with those conferences.

                Legislators interested in attending an out-of-state meeting are required to obtain approval for that travel from the presiding officer of the chamber in which they serve.

                Kentucky lobbyists and their employers are required to report the value of food, beverages, and other expenses contributed to events to which Kentucky legislators are invited.  Lobbyists and employers are also required to report other expenses incurred in conjunction with the meetings, if the expenses are directly associated with the employer’s or lobbyist’s lobbying activities.  These include expenses for promotional items, and conference registration and travel expenses. 

                The Code of Legislative Ethics prohibits lobbyists and employers from buying food and beverages for individual legislators, and prohibits lobbyists and employers from providing legislators with out-of-state lodging or transportation from Kentucky to an out-of-state location.

Legislative conferences this summer include:  

· Southern Legislative Conference Annual Meeting:  July 13 - July 17, 2019 in New Orleans, Louisiana at the Sheraton New Orleans.

· National Conference of State Legislatures Legislative Summit:  August 5 - August 8, 2019 in Nashville, Tennessee at the Music City Center.  
· American Legislative Exchange Council Annual Meeting:  August 14 – August 16, 2019 in Austin, Texas at the J.W. Marriott Austin.  













Legislative ‘sprinkle’ adds extra half-million dollars to state senator’s nonprofit, quietly doubling state payout to Lauren’s Kids

FLORIDA -- FloridaBulldog.org -- by Francisco Alvarado -- May 22, 2019 

Tallahassee -- In the waning days of the most recent Florida legislative session, it appeared the nonprofit agency founded and run by Plantation State Sen. Lauren Book would walk away with only half-a-million dollars in taxpayer funding after consecutive years of receiving seven-figure sums.


Then came the April 30th meeting of the budget conference chairs.  That’s when Lauren’s Kids got sprinkled.

The so-called “sprinkle list” is used to describe how legislators shower favored organizations with additional dollars near the end of session.


Toward the end of the hearing, Senate Appropriations Committee Chairman Sen. Rob Bradley, Green Cove Springs, announced that the children’s cancer awareness foundation Live Like Bella and Book’s organization, Lauren’s Kids, had been erroneously left off the list.  He said each would receive an additional $500,000.


With a stroke of a pen, Bradley made sure his colleague’s nonprofit walked away with $1 million for its educational outreach program aimed at preventing sexual and physical abuse against children, as well as encouraging the reporting of child-abuse cases.  Book later voted to approve the budget bill containing the allocation for Lauren’s Kids.


But according to ethics watchdogs, the large allocation of public funds to a senator’s nonprofit raises concerns about whether Book properly disclosed her ties to Lauren’s Kids. Likewise, they question the legislative practice of doling out public dollars to private groups after legislative committees have already voted on how much money the groups should receive.


Peter Cruise, executive director of Florida Atlantic University’s LeRoy Collins Public Ethics Academy, said the sprinkle list subverts the committee process.  “It becomes more concerning if it involves a legislator and the organization has her name on it, even if it’s for helping abused kids,” said Cruise, who is also a Palm Beach County ethics commissioner.  “Things like this should not happen, no matter how worthy the cause is.”


Ben Wilcox, research director for the watchdog organization Integrity Florida, said legislators only have to disclose a possible conflict of interest if the appropriation directly benefits them.  “She can argue that it is not a direct benefit to her because the allocation is to the nonprofit,” Wilcox explained. “But it is a really gray area. If I were her, I would err on the side of full disclosure.”


Furthermore, Book should have sought an opinion from the Senate’s general counsel before voting on the state budget, Wilcox said. “If you don’t take some steps to fully disclose what could be a potential conflict, it doesn’t look good to the public,” he said.


Since its inception in 2007, Lauren’s Kids has sought and received grant funding from the state, collecting more than $13 million in the last five years alone.  The senator receives a $144,250 salary as Lauren’s Kids CEO, according to the nonprofit’s 2016 tax return, the most recent available. The same document shows that government grants represented 68 percent of Lauren’s Kids 2016 $4.1 million revenue.  Book’s Senate salary is $29,697.
Why the “Most Egregious” Ethics Case in Louisiana Remains Open Nine Years Later

LOUISIANA -- The Advocate -- by Andrea Gallo -- May 16, 2019

It’s been nine years since the Louisiana Ethics Board first took up what its former chairman called “the most egregious case” to ever come before him.

In 2010, the board accused former state Sen. Robert Marionneaux Jr. of failing to disclose to the board that he was being paid to represent a company in a lawsuit against Louisiana State University.   The lack of transparency was only part of the problem.  


Marionneaux offered to get the Legislature to steer public money toward a settlement, according to charges the Ethics Board later filed against him.  The money would also help pay off his contingency fee, which an LSU lawyer pegged at more than $1 million.


Marionneaux, from Maringouin, outside Baton Rouge, has denied wrongdoing and has filed multiple lawsuits saying the board lacked the authority to target him.  The case is pending, and Marionneaux hasn’t been punished. 


Watchdogs and ethics advocates say the glacial pace of the Marionneaux case and its limited scope exemplify the weaknesses of Louisiana’s ethics enforcement apparatus.


In 2008, the Legislature delivered ethics reforms that then-Gov. Bobby Jindal billed as a new “gold standard” that any state would covet.  But more than a dozen people involved in the system said in interviews that the reforms have done the opposite, chipping away at and dragging out ethics enforcement.


The flaws in the system are particularly pronounced when legislators catch the attention of the Ethics Board, which polices conflicts of interest among state and local officials of all types and oversees campaign finance.


Former Ethics Board Chairman Frank Simoneaux, an ex-legislator who served on the board for four years until 2012, said he was shocked to learn from a reporter that Marionneaux’s case is still unresolved.  “I would classify it, and the board did also classify it, as the most egregious case we had seen,” he said.


Since its filing, the case has ping-ponged among administrative, district and appeals courts, and the files have mushroomed to more than 1,000 pages.  Today, the scandal is a distant memory, and Marionneaux has been out of office so long that his successor is nearing the end of his second four-year term.


Marionneaux’s case stands out both for its lifespan and for the seeming gap between the serious misconduct of which he was accused and the mild nature of the charges filed against him.


The former senator got in trouble for his involvement in a dispute between Bernhard Mechanical Contractors Inc. and LSU over a power plant that Bernhard built on campus. The two parties sued each other, and in 2009, Marionneaux set out to craft a settlement.


Marionneaux invited both the president and chancellor of LSU to a meeting that typically would have only included attorneys.


In a Senate conference room, he laid out the plan: LSU would pay Bernhard $7.15 million to settle; the state would chip in another $5.5 million even though it was not a party to the suit. Marionneaux commanded enough influence to make that happen: He was chairman of the Senate Revenue and Fiscal Affairs Committee. Marionneaux stood to earn at least $1 million from his contingency fee, paid for with public dollars, according to Raymond Lamonica, LSU’s general counsel at the time, who rejected Marionneaux’s proposal.

“A non-lawyer legislator couldn’t get away with this,” said Lamonica, a former U.S. attorney for Louisiana’s Middle District. “Just think of a legislator who says, ‘I’m going to get an appropriation for $5.5 million to give to a constituent who’s going to give me a part of it for doing such a good job.’”

In contemporaneous emails, LSU’s former Chancellor Michael Martin and then-system President John Lombardi traded concerns about whether the Legislature might cut LSU’s funding because the university had not agreed to Marionneaux’s proposal. LSU settled the suit in 2010 by taking ownership of the power plant to eliminate maintenance fees and agreeing to pay Bernhard $9.6 million over four years. 


Two months before the Ethics Board charged Marionneaux, he sponsored an amendment to a bill that would have changed the disclosure requirement the board was considering using against him.  The bill failed.


“The irony is that as a profession, the lawyer/legislator should have a higher standard of ethics and responsibility to the public than a non-lawyer legislator, not a lower standard,” Lamonica said.
Michigan lawmaker accused of trying to sell his vote

MICHIGAN -- Detroit Free Press – by Paul Egan and 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.freep.com/staff/27715/kathleen-gray/" Kathleen Gray -- May 15, 2019


Lansing – A state representative has been indicted by a federal grand jury, accused of trying to sell his vote on a measure to repeal Michigan's prevailing wage law.


Rep. Larry Inman, Traverse City, was indicted by a federal grand jury in Grand Rapids, court records show.


House Speaker Lee Chatfield called on Inman to resign his seat, though Inman said he has no intention of doing so.


Inman is charged with attempted extortion, soliciting a bribe, and making a false statement to the FBI and could face up to 20 years in prison if convicted on the most serious charge.


According to the indictment, Inman, who was first elected to the state House in 2014, sent text messages seeking contributions to his campaign committee from unions in connection with voting "no" on a measure to repeal Michigan's prevailing wage law.

The alleged pleas for campaign cash came in an election year that proved to be a close contest for Inman, who beat his opponent by less than 700 votes last November.


Chatfield announced he stripped Inman of his committee assignments and ordered the business office to take control of Inman's constituent services.


"Everyone in the House is surprised and disappointed by this news," Chatfield said.  He later told reporters he asked Inman to resign and the lawmaker is considering it.


“The text that was made public in the press is completely out of line and is not in the spirit of what the people of this state deserve in their representation and I think every single person in this chamber is aware of that," Chatfield said.


The prevailing wage law, which required union wage rates on most public projects, was repealed by Michigan lawmakers in 2018. The indictment alleges Inman sought campaign contributions in return for voting "no" on the repeal measure.


The indictment says Inman sent a June 3, 2018, text message to a representative of the Michigan Regional Council of Carpenters and Millwrights that said, in part:


"I hear the prevailing wage vote may be on Wednesday," and while "carpenters have been good to me, where are the rest of the trades on checks?"


Inman went on to say, "it's not worth losing assignments and staff for $5,000," and "you need to get people maxed out," according to the indictment.  The message said: "People will not go down for $5,000, not that we don't appreciate it."


Inman said in the text message there were only 12 lawmakers who could block the measure, and "I would suggest maxing them out on all 12, or at least doubling what you have given them," according to the indictment.  He added: "We never had this discussion."


"Maxing out" is an apparent reference to making the largest campaign donation allowable under state law.


According to the text messages quoted in the indictment, Inman was seeking $30,000 in campaign contributions for each unnamed member he said might be willing to vote no. 


But he was apparently asking that multiple unions team up to put together those totals.  The maximum a political action committee such as the one controlled by the carpenters could give to a state representative candidate in 2018 was $10,000, the Michigan Secretary of State's Office confirmed.


According to the indictment, Inman also sent a similar text message to an unidentified lobbyist who had been retained by the carpenters to help in blocking the repeal of the prevailing wage law.  And on June 5, he again texted the representative of the carpenters union, saying he had an upcoming breakfast event at a Lansing lobbyist's office. "Hope you can make it :) and see if there are checks you can get."

Attempted extortion carries a maximum penalty of 20 years in prison.  Soliciting a bribe is a 10-year felony, and making a false statement to the FBI is a five-year felony.
Mississippi lawmakers funneled $1.5 million in education money to Weight Watchers

MISSISSIPPI -- Mississippi Clarion Ledger – by Giacomo Bologna -- May 20, 2019


Teachers across the state shed pounds thanks to Weight Watchers courses paid mostly with state education money.

But the biggest loser?  Mississippi taxpayers.


Lawmakers gave Weight Watchers about $300,000 a year from 2011 to 2016, but documents from the Mississippi Department of Education show the voucher program at times needed about half that amount - or less - to operate.

Weight Watchers never appeared in any education funding bills and never had a contract with the state of Mississippi.

The Clarion Ledger found the payments to Weight Watchers as part of an ongoing investigation into Mississippi lawmakers quietly funneling millions of education dollars to favored vendors.


Weight Watchers, which declined to comment for this story, paid $276,100 to lobbyist Beth Clay between 2010 and 2016. 


During that time, lawmakers directed nearly $1.5 million to New York-based Weight Watchers through a legislative side door.


That side door is opened when state agencies ask for clarification about how to spend money listed in budget bills. 


Key lawmakers who finalize budget bills can then direct agencies to spend money on certain projects or vendors. 


These earmarks come after a bill has been signed into law, making it hard - if not impossible - for the public to know how some money will be spent.


Senate Education Chairman Gray Tollison, Oxford, said that was how some earmarks were directed in the education budget, but the practice stopped in the 2016 legislative session when his committee began listing out each earmark in the education appropriations bill.


Prior to that, Tollison said lawmakers directed roughly $20 million a year in education funding through the side door, referring to it is as "budget notes."


This process is how Weight Watchers got nearly $1.5 million in education money, without a competitive bid process.


In a document created after the 2014 legislative session, MDE described the different programs and projects - such as Weight Watchers - it was required to pay using education appropriation money.


According to the document, the requirement came from a "Legislative Mandate."  The 2014 MDE document said the payment to Weight Watchers allowed teachers and school staff to sign up for 15-week courses at subsidized rates.


Instead of paying $150, teachers and staff paid $60 and the state of Mississippi picked up the remaining tab - $90.


Some schools hosted their own Weight Watchers meetings while other individual teachers and staff used vouchers at existing Weight Watchers programs.


Rather than pay Weight Watchers for teachers or staff members who signed up, the Legislature just gave the company $300,000 most years.


That's enough money for 3,333 Weight Watchers vouchers a year.  But the Weight Watchers program never had that many teachers and staff join.


The closest the program came was in its first year, when 3,232 teachers and staff signed up, according to a report from Weight Watchers to MDE.


The numbers dropped off from there.  The next year, Fiscal Year 2013, there were 2,942 sign-ups. That number plummeted to 1,973 the next year.  In the program's final year, the number of sign-ups was 1,125.


But lawmakers kept giving Weight Watchers the same amount of money.


According to the Department of Finance and Administration, MDE paid Weight Watchers $1,494,205 between Fiscal Years 2012 and 2016. 


The program should have paid more than 16,600 vouchers for teachers and staff, but the reports Weight Watchers provided to MDE show only 10,034 were used.


That means nearly $600,000 of the $1.5 million went directly to Weight Watchers without the company having to provide anything in return.


Two lawmakers who would have had oversight of the education budget - Tollison and former House Education Chairman John Moore - did not respond to requests for comment specifically about Weight Watchers.


Moore, Brandon, reported a $1,000 campaign donation from Weight Watchers in 2014.
Eight demonstrators removed from Pa. House gallery after showering money on lawmakers

PENNSYLVANIA – PennLive.com—by Charles Thompson -- May 6, 2019


Eight members of the March on Harrisburg group that’s pressing for ethics reforms in state government were forcibly removed from the House gallery after showering several hundred $1 bills onto the Pennsylvania State House floor at the opening of session.


The removals came as part of an ongoing series of civil disobedience actions over the past two years to press for action on a bill that would ban the time-honored practice of gift-giving to Pennsylvania’s state senators and representatives.


In all, 17 protestors affiliated with the group - including nine persons involved in an earlier incident - were cited for disorderly conduct by Capitol Police.


At present, Pennsylvania lawmakers are barred by chamber rules from accepting cash gifts (aside from separately-reported campaign contributions) or taking other gifts in exchange for direct action - otherwise known as bribes.


And Gov. Tom Wolf has imposed a strict gift ban within the executive branch.


But lobbyists and special interests can and do enhance relationships with legislators through gifts ranging from travel to ski passes to Super Bowl tickets.


The only requirement is that any gifts worth more than $250, and hospitality or lodging worth more than $650 in the aggregate be publicly disclosed with the State Ethics Commission.


House State Government Committee Chairman Garth Everett, Lycoming County, has left the door open to consideration of a gift ban bill this session, but March on Harrisburg spokeswoman Emmie DeCicco said the group’s actions are meant to show marchers aren’t going to accept lip service on the issue.


As the House was gaveled into session, some of the protestors dropped a banner reading “Some Are Guilty, All Are Responsible. Pass the Gift Ban Now!,” while two others tossed an estimated $500 in paper one-dollar bills marked “bribe" onto the floor below.


The incident occurred shortly after the Pledge of Allegiance, and while some members were still reporting to the floor.


Chief Clerk Dave Reddecliff said Speaker Mike Turzai, Allegheny County, took the session into recess while Capitol Police assisted House security in escorting the chanting protestors out of the House gallery, and other staffers cleaned up the cash.


The point, DeCicco said, was to remind all lawmakers that until they act, the marchers consider “everyone responsible for the culture of corruption in Harrisburg . . . Everyone wants to hide behind each other and pass the blame."


The House interruption followed by minutes a separate action at the Capitol’s East Wing entrance where twelve other activists with currency taped over their mouths to symbolize the silencing of voters by special interests were removed for blocking the entrance.
Glen Casada to resign as speaker in coming weeks

TENNESSEE -- Nashville Tennessean – by Joel Ebert and Natalie Allison -- May 22, 2019

Embattled Tennessee House Speaker Glen Casada said he will resign his leadership position in the coming weeks. 

Casada's announcement came less than a day after the House Majority caucus approved a resolution with a 45-24 vote stating it had no confidence in his continued leadership.

"When I return to town on June 3rd, I will meet with caucus leadership to determine the best date for me to resign as speaker so that I can facilitate a smooth transition," Casada said in a statement.  

News of his pending resignation also came just weeks after a Tennessean investigation found Casada had exchanged sexually charged text messages with Cade Cothren, his former chief of staff, who admitted to using cocaine while working in the legislature's office building.

Cothren also faced scrutiny in media reports for sending racist text messages.

Casada had faced mounting pressure from his legislative colleagues and other political leaders, including Gov. Bill Lee and Lt. Gov. Randy McNally - in addition to longtime supporters-turned critics in Casada's district. 

After the House caucus's vote, the governor gave Casada an ultimatum: resign or face a special session.  Others, including McNally and dozens of lawmakers, similarly encouraged Casada to resign. 


After the House speaker's statement, McNally praised Casada for his plans, calling it the right decision for the legislature and Tennessee. 

"I commend him for it. Now we move forward," McNally said, vowing to work with House leadership on the transition and to "restore the trust that has been lost."

Casada's resignation would immediately anoint Rep. Bill Dunn, Knoxville, to preside over the House. Dunn, the speaker pro tem, would lead the House in an interim role before another election could be held in January when lawmakers return for their regular legislative session. 

Earlier this year Casada scheduled a trip to Europe, set to begin later this week.  His office has said he will return to Nashville on June 3.

Given Casada's open-ended plans to resign, with no date set, some legislators, including Dunn and Rep. Mike Carter, Ooltewah, have expressed a desire to hold a special legislative session to oust Casada from his House seat.

Carter said he would begin circulating a petition for a special session. 

Prior to his remarks, Casada showed no sign of stepping down. 

“I’m disappointed in the results of today’s caucus vote," Casada said earlier.  "However, I will work the next few months to regain the confidence of my colleagues so we can continue to build on the historic conservative accomplishments of this legislative session.”

Casada's decision to resign in the coming weeks bookends a whirlwind month that began with him and others celebrating the General Assembly's accomplishments during the recently concluded legislative session.  

But since he began facing media scrutiny, Casada has fought for his political life. 

He repeatedly resisted a chorus of calls for his resignation, hosted a caucus phone call, lobbied lawmakers, including many freshmen he helped get elected, sought advice from a public relations firm and created an action plan to address the current crisis.

In recent weeks Casada has faced calls for investigations from the U.S. Attorney and the Tennessee Bureau of Investigation, accusations from one lawmaker that he attempted to influence the outcome of an ethics proceeding and been the subject of a complaint filed with a local district attorney.  He also resigned from his job as a veterinary pharmaceutical salesman.
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