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Kentucky businesses and organizations spent $15.2 million on lobbying in the first eight months of 2020, a decrease from the previous even-year’s total of $16.7 million in September 2018. 

During the first two-thirds of this year, 709 lobbying employers spent more than $14.7 million, and another $473,071 was spent by 598 legislative agents on lobbying-related expenses.

So far this year, the leading spender is Kentucky Chamber of Commerce, which spent $243,950.  Second place is Altria Client Services, spending $221,936.

The rest of the top 10 spenders and the amounts spent so far this year include: Juul Labs ($160,969); Kentucky League of Cities ($144,483); Kentucky Hospital Association ($142,247); Marsy’s Law for All ($128,819); Charter Communications ($107,193); Kentucky Justice Association ($105,546); Kentucky Retail Federation ($102,135); and Justice Action Network ($100,502). 

The other top 20 spenders were: HCA Healthcare ($95,577); Anthem ($94,192); Humana ($94,058); LG&E and KU Energy ($90,415); Kentucky Medical Association ($85,157); Home Builders Association of Kentucky ($81,799); United Healthcare Services ($81,333); Kentucky Bankers Association ($77,465); American Civil Liberties Union of Kentucky ($76,999); and Kentucky Association of Manufacturers ($75,280). 
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Three businesses recently registered to lobby the Kentucky General Assembly.  They are John Hancock Life Insurance Company; Kentucky Medical Freedom Coalition; and McKesson Corporation. 

Businesses and organizations which have terminated lobbying registrations and are no longer lobbying in Kentucky are:  Acreage Holdings; ActivStyle; Alliance Coal; American Law Institute; Atlantic Bingo Supply Company; Aramark Correctional Services; Benefitfocus.com; Bluegrass Community Foundation; BusPatrol; CareSource Management Services; KY Baptist Convention; KY Jailers Association; KEPRO; NeuroRestorative; Purple Toad Winery; and Recording Industry Association of American.
Ethics Commission elects new Chair and Vice-Chair and welcomes new member 

At its August meeting, the 9-member Legislative Ethics Commission elected a new chair, David L. Nicholas, and a new vice-chair, Michael Noftsger.  

Mr. Nicholas was appointed to the Commission by the Senate President in October, 2018.  He previously served as the Staff Administrator of the Administrative Regulation Review Subcommittee and worked for the Finance Cabinet.
Mr. Noftsger was appointed to the Commission by the Speaker of the House in November, 2019. He serves as the Executive Vice-President, Bank Administration, for Forcht Bank.

The Commission wishes to thank Judge Anthony Wilhoit and Sheldon Baugh, who are still current Commission members, for their long-time service as Chair and Vice-Chair. Judge Wilhoit served as the previous Commission Chair and as Executive Director of the Commission from 1997 to 2015, and Mr. Baugh served in the General Assembly and as the previous Vice-Chair of the Commission. 

Additionally, Judge Tanya Pullin was appointed to the Commission by the Senate President in May 2020.  Judge Pullin served in the Kentucky House of Representatives from 2001 to 2016. She also served as an Administrative Law Judge in the Department of Workers’ Claims. Judge Pullin currently resides in South Shore in Greenup County.​


Due to the current COVID-19 pandemic and following guidance from federal, state, and local officials, the Commission halted in-person services at its Frankfort office as of Tuesday, March 17. Email notifications were made to legislators and staff, as well as lobbyists, and employers, and a notice was placed on the Commission’s website and office door.  

Legislators, staff, lobbyists, employers, and the public may continue to contact the office by phone at (502) 573-2863, by fax at (502) 573-2929, and via the email addresses listed on the staff page: https://klec.ky.gov/About-KLEC/Pages/Commission-Staff.aspx.

If you need to send the Commission copies of paperwork, please scan and email it to the email addresses as listed on the staff page, or fax to the number above. 


Continued thanks to the many lobbying entities who have honored our request to begin filing online, and those who have utilized this service for many years. If a lobbyist or employer is currently filing disclosures by paper and would like to file online, please email us and we can contact you with an ID and password.


If an entity needs to register as a lobbyist or employer, please email the required scanned paperwork to Donnita Crittenden or Lori Smither at the staff emails in the link above or fax them to (502) 573-2929. Blank forms may be found at https://klec.ky.gov/Forms/Pages/Get-Blank-Forms.aspx.

All provisions of the Code of Legislative Ethics are in force during this time. If there is a need for an opinion about the application of the Code to any particular ethical issue that may arise, please continue to contact us and we will answer your questions. 

Next Lobbying Reporting Deadline- January 15, 2021
The Code of Legislative Ethics requires all lobbyists and employers to file their updated registration statements on the 15th day of January, February, March, April, May, and September of each year. The updated registration statement is due on January 15, 2021, per KRS 6.807(3).

Training for Lobbyists and Employers on video
The Legislative Ethics Commission has a training video from one of our in-person lobbyist and employer trainings on the LRC Capitol Connection YouTube page, for viewing at any time. The link is on our website, and also on the LRC Capitol Connection page at   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ojKIWUNV8po&feature=youtu.be. The video walks through the online filing process in step-by-step detail.  Please call us with any questions!  
Financial disclosures for candidates and legislators on KLEC site

The Commission has the statutorily required financial disclosures for legislative candidates and legislators available on the Commission’s website at https://klec.ky.gov/Reports/Pages/Legislators-and-Candidates.aspx. The Commission appreciates the legislators’ and candidates’ diligence in promptly filing these disclosures.
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Pandemic takes bite out of lawmakers’ free food from lobbyists
MICHIGAN – Detroit News -- September 4, 2020 – Craig Mauger
Restaurant closures and restrictions on gatherings are crimping one of the perks of serving in the Michigan Legislature: lobbyist funded meals.

Over the first seven months of the year, lobbyists reported spending $221,429 on food and drink purchases for state officials, the lowest total disclosed over that period in 19 years. The $221,429 figure represents a 62% drop from the $578,261 lobbyists reported spending over the first seven months of 2019.

The drop in food purchases reflects another trend during the pandemic: a decline in campaign giving to state House candidates by interest groups’ political action committees, said Simon Schuster, director of the Michigan Campaign Finance Network, a nonprofit organization that tracks political spending. Groups have cut their spending with fewer opportunities for direct access to lawmakers.

"This year underscores that there isn’t really an alternative means to do that," Schuster said.

Groups' lobbying reports for Jan. 1 through July 31 were due to the Michigan Secretary of State on Monday.

While their spending on food and drink has dropped significantly, lobbyists' overall spending to influence officeholders has held steady this year. They reported spending $23 million over the first seven months of the year — which includes spending on food and payments to firms and individuals to directly communicate with state officials to shape policies.

In 2019, the total reported spending for the first seven months of the year was $23.2 million. In 2018, it was $21.6 million.

Michigan reported its first cases of COVID-19 on March 10. Six days later, Gov. Gretchen Whitmer closed bars and dine-in service at restaurants across the state to try and stem the spread of the virus.  

Dine-in service at restaurants in most of Michigan, including the Lansing area, was allowed to restart on June 8. But indoor social gatherings remain limited to 10 people statewide.  

Much of the current lobbyist work is being done over the phone, said Dennis Muchmore, a longtime Lansing political figure who began lobbying about 40 years ago. The pandemic could have long-term repercussions with firms spending less on buying food and clients spending less on travel, he said.

"If you get used to not spending the money on food, when you start re-spending, the tendency is not to spend what you spent before," Muchmore said.

A lot of people are reluctant to go to restaurants or public gatherings, and many of the restaurants in downtown Lansing, which rely on government-related spending, haven't reopened, he said.

There have been golf outings this summer, but even those haven't been well attended, he added.

"And that’s probably the easiest event you can have," Muchmore said.

In Michigan, lobbyists have to report their overall spending on food and drink for officeholders, purchases for large groups of officeholders and spending for a specified lawmaker when they spend more than $63 on that lawmaker in a month or more than $400 in a year.

Eleven of the 148 members of the Legislature reportedly received more than $1,000 each in lobbyist-funded meals over the first seven months of the year. In 2019, 16 lawmakers exceeded the $1,000 mark during that time period, according to the Michigan Campaign Finance Network.

The top recipient of lobbyist-funded food so far this year has been Rep. Jim Lilly. Lobbyists reported purchasing $5,573 in food and drink for Lilly from Jan. 1 through July 31. One multiclient firm, Governmental Consultant Services Inc., disclosed spending $2,408 on food and drink purchases for Lilly.

Lobbyists reported spending $4,703 on food and drink for Rep. Brandt Iden, chairman of the House Ways and Means Committee, and $4,031 for House Speaker Lee Chatfield.
Florida lobbyists busier than ever, even amid a pandemic

FLORIDA – Florida Trend -- by Amy Keller – July 27, 2020

Florida lobbyists pulled in an estimated quarter of a billion dollars in 2019, a record amount that marks a 22% increase over the past decade. They took in another $50 million to $80 million during the first quarter of 2020, according to public records — and insiders say the influence industry shows few signs of slowing down, even amid the COVID-19 pandemic.

“Personally, I’ve never been busier than I am right now,” says Jeff Kottkamp, a former lieutenant governor and current chairman of the Florida Association of Professional Lobbyists. “We’re primarily in the information business, and in this environment of uncertainty, our clients are starving for information.”

Dean Cannon, a former speaker of the Florida House of Representatives and president and CEO of GrayRobinson, says government and private-sector clients alike are finding lobbyists a “useful tool” for coping with this recession, particularly as federal lawmakers have passed trillions of dollars in rescue legislation.

The firm — which operates 14 offices in Florida and one in Washington, D.C. — has put together virtual briefings on everything from the future of sports in Florida to planned school reopenings. It’s also helped clients apply for different types of relief from both the federal and state government. “Not only haven’t we lost clients, but we have picked up a couple looking for ways to respond, whether it’s personal protective equipment or helping cities and counties parse through the two-layer cake of federal and state monies that are available,” Cannon says.

Following the 2008 financial crisis, many Florida lobbying firms saw their book of business shrink, and lobbying association dues dropped off. In July, Gov. Ron DeSantis slashed more than $1 billion from the state budget — and next year will undoubtedly be worse.

“Lawmakers are going to have to confront a significant budget shortfall, the likes of which our leaders have never seen. We really don’t know what the total will be yet,” says Ron Book, a longtime lobbyist from South Florida.

Nick Iarossi, co-owner of Capital City Consulting in Tallahassee, says the pandemic is also taking a toll on another key part of the influence game — political fundraising. “COVID has certainly prevented candidates from aggressively raising political dollars and walking door to door meeting voters,” he said in an e-mail. “Those who raised money early have an advantage over those who waited since COVID has made political giving more challenging. Digital outreach and TV advertising will become more important now to reach voters, which are normally the highest cost campaign components.”
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