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FACTS PRESENTED


The Ethics Commission has received several requests for opinion about the use of the LRC public toll-free telephone number on yard signs, web-sites, and newsletters that are paid for with campaign funds.  This opinion is based on the relevant provisions of the Code of Legislative Ethics.  It does not reflect any policy or provision under the jurisdiction of the Legislative Research Commission or Registry of Election Finance.

QUESTION PRESENTED

1.
May a legislator list the Legislative Research Commission's public toll-free telephone number, along with his name, on yard signs that are paid for with campaign money and to be placed in the legislator's district?

2.
May a legislator list the Legislative Research Commission's public toll-free telephone number on a personal web-site or constituent newsletter that is paid for with campaign funds?

DISCUSSION 

It is the understanding of the Commission that the LRC makes public a toll-free number to provide the citizens of the Commonwealth access to their legislators and other pertinent information about the legislative process and that it is readily accessible to the average citizen.  There is nothing in the Code of Ethics that would prohibit a legislator from providing constituents with this public toll-free number so long as the guidelines of the Code of Ethics are followed.  The fact that the items in question are being paid for with campaign funds makes no difference.  

The general standards of conduct prohibit a legislator from using public funds, time, or personnel for partisan political campaign activity, unless law otherwise authorizes the use.  [KRS 6.731(5)]  In the first question presented, the legislator has indicated that the yard signs are not being used for campaign purposes, but as a means to inform constituents of how the legislator may be reached while in Frankfort.  In addition, the listing of the LRC public toll-free number on a personal web-site or constituent newsletter only reinforces the legislator's availability to the citizens he or she represents. 

The Commission would like to emphasize that legislators should take all precautions to ensure that the LRC toll-free number is not being utilized for partisan political campaign activity which would be a violation of KRS 6.731(5). 

OPINION


1.  Yes.  A legislator may list the Legislative Research Commission's public toll-free telephone number, along with his name, on yard signs that are paid for with campaign money.


2.  Yes.  A legislator may list the Legislative Research Commission's public toll-free telephone number on a personal web-site or constituent newsletter that is paid for with campaign funds.

