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FACTUAL SUMMARY:


The Kentucky Academy of Trial Attorneys sponsors a series of continuing legal education seminars.  Free admittance is available to Judges, Legislators, and certain other membership categories.  The Academy will likely be registered with the Legislative Ethics Commission as "an employer" and "engage legislative agents."

QUESTION PRESENTED:


Under the Code of Ethics, may a legislator accept a complimentary registration at an educational seminar sponsored by an "employer" to which all members of the General Assembly have been invited.

DISCUSSION


KRS 6.611(2)(b)(8)(a) excludes from the definition of "anything of value," the cost of attendance, and of food and beverages consumed, at events to which all members of the Kentucky Senate or the Kentucky House of Representatives, or both, are invited.


KRS 6.821(4)(a)(2) requires the employer of a legislative agent to report all amounts spent for such receptions or events, and to list the name of the group of public servants invited.


KRS 6.821(5)(b) provides that amounts spent for these events do not count against the $100 per calendar year limit set forth in KRS 6.811(7).
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OPINION


A legislator may accept complimentary registration at an educational seminar sponsored by an employer who engages a legislative agent so long as all members of the Kentucky Senate or the Kentucky House of Representatives, or both, are invited.  The employer is subject to the reporting requirements of KRS 6.821.

