OPINION

(OLEC 93-28)

September 28, 1993
FACTUAL SUMMARY

A business/community organization that engages a legislative agent sponsors an annual event in Frankfort.  All members of the General Assembly are invited to the event along with other state government officials.  A wide range of co-sponsors support the event including local governments and non-profit organizations.  Some of the co-sponsors engage legislative agents.
QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1.  What are the reporting requirements of the primary sponsoring organization of this event under the Code of Ethics?


2.  What are the reporting requirements of other sponsors of the event under the Code of Ethics?

DISCUSSION

KRS 6.611(2)(b)(8)(a) excludes from the definition of "anything of value" the cost of attendance, and of food and beverages consumed at events to which all of the Kentucky Senate or the Kentucky House of Representatives, or both, are invited.  Therefore, it would be appropriate for members of the General Assembly to attend this event.
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KRS 6.821(4)(a)(2) requires the employer of a legislative agent to report all amounts expended for receptions and other events, including the date and location of the event and the name of the group of public servants invited to the event.


KRS 6.821(b) provides that amounts spent for these events do not count against the $100 per calendar year limit set forth in KRS 6.811(7).


The primary sponsor of this event would be required to report in the aggregate the amount spent on behalf of legislators attending the event.  This could be done by establishing a per person cost of the event and applying that figure to the number of legislators and legislative staff in attendance.


Co-sponsors of the event that engage a legislative agent would report a portion of their contributions based on the percentage of legislators and legislative staff to the total number in attendance.

OPINION:


A business/community organization that engages a legislative agent would be required to report in the aggregate amounts spent on behalf of legislators at an event to which all members of the General Assembly are invited.  A per-person cost of the event can be established and applied to the number of legislators and legislative staff in attendance.  Co-sponsors of the event who engage a legislative agent would report a portion of their contribution based on the percentage of legislators and legislative staff to the total number in attendance.


There are no reporting requirements for co-sponsors that do not engage a legislative agent.

