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QUESTION PRESENTED

1.  May a lawyer/legislator be a partner in a law firm which has members who are registered legislative agents?  


2.  May the legislator share any of the compensation derived from the partners' activities as legislative agents?

DISCUSSION

The Ethics Code does not prohibit a legislator from practicing law as a partner with lawyers engaged as legislative agents.  However, the Code does provide for the disclosure of certain information in such a relationship.


Under the provisions of KRS 6.787(2)(k)2 the legislator must disclose the name of any legislative agent who is a partner of the legislator.  In addition, when a partner represents clients which the legislator is prohibited from representing, under KRS 6.744, the legislator is required to list the names of the clients and to list the agencies before which a partner represented the clients.


KRS 6.757(2) states that a legislator shall not be a legislative agent. Therefore, a legislator/partner must refrain from any partnership activity that advances the legislative strategies of clients who have engaged lawyers of the partnership as legislative agents.  In addition, it would not be proper for the legislator/partner to receive directly or indirectly any compensation the partnership receives as a result of activities of a partner as a legislative agent.  The percentage of the legislator's interest in the firm does not make a difference.
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OPINION

A legislator may practice law as a partner in a firm which has one or more lawyers who are registered legislative agents.  The legislator/partner must refrain from activity that advances legislative strategies of clients who have engaged lawyers of the partnership as legislative agents, and the legislator/partner must not share, directly or indirectly, in any compensation the partnership receives as a result of a partner's activities as a legislative agent.  The percentage of the legislator's interest in the firm is irrelevant.

