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QUESTION PRESENTED:

When a member of a legislator's immediate family provides contract labor to an entity that employs a legislative agent, by conducting a seminar on subject matter to which that family member has expert knowledge and billing that entity at the family member's regular rate for conducting such a seminar, must the legislator and/or lobbyist report this transaction?

DISCUSSION:

Pursuant to Section 6.787(2)(f) of the Code a legislator's annual statement of financial disclosure must include "sources of gross income of the filer and his or her spouse, information concerning the source and the form of the income...".  Except for spouses, other immediate family members of a legislator are not covered by this section of the Code.  Income of a spouse generated from a business or profession is reported as being generated by that activity.  However, income not related to that business or profession should be reported by the name and address of the source of the gross income.


Section 6.787(2)(k)(4) provides that a legislator must provide the name of any legislative agent who is "an employer of the filer or an employer of a member of the filer's immediate family".


In addition to these sections, the updated registration statement filed by employers and legislative agents requires the reporting of any legislator or immediate family member employed by the filer during the reporting period.
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OPINION:

Under Section 6.787(2)(f) of the Code of Ethics, a legislator is required to report in the annual statement of financial disclosure the sources of gross income of a spouse but not other immediate family members.  Income generated from a business or profession of the spouse is reported as being generated by that activity. Income not related to such business or profession should be reported by the name and address of the sources of the gross income.

